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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #99
Verb Forms: lie/lay, sit/set, rise/raise
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME____________________ CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_______________SCORE___

MINI-LESSON: A transitive verb has an object. An intransitive verb does not.
Transitive verbs:
SET
to put or place something

SET, SETS, SETTING SET, (has/have/had) SET


RAISE
to lift up



RAISE, RAISES, RAISING, RAISED, (has/have/had) RAISED


LAY
to put or place something



LAY, LAYS, LAYING, LAID, (has/have/had) LAID

Intransitive verbs:
SIT 
to be seated, or in a resting position




SIT, SITS, SITTING, SAT, (has/have/had) SAT



RISE
to go up




RISE, RISES, RISING, ROSE, (has/have/had) RISEN



LIE
to rest or recline




LIE, LIES, LYING, LAY, (has/have/had) LAIN
DIRECTIONS:  Select the correct verb form in the following sentences.
1. The sun ( rises / raises ) an hour later now that daylight-saving time has begun.

2. (Sit / Set ) down and rest a while.
3. If you feel faint, ( lie / lay ) down.

4. I ( lay / laid ) awake all last night worrying about final exams.

5. Why are you ( lying / laying ) your coat over the chair?

6. The workers have already ( lain / laid ) the foundation of the building.

7. Is the dog ( lying / laying ) on the sofa again?

8. Pilar gently ( lain / laid ) the blanket over the dynamite.

9. Hemingway said, “Seven-eighths of the iceberg ( lies / lays ) below the surface of the water.”

10. The elevator started to ( rise / raise ) before I pushed the button for my floor.

11. The temperature has been ( rising / raising ) steadily for the past several days.

12. Have you been ( sitting / setting ) there long?

13. The price of the clothing is constantly ( rising / raising ).

14. Perfecta ( sat / set ) the box on the counter.

15. Should I be ( setting / sitting ) the napkins to the right of the plates?

16. The bank robbers instructed the tellers and customers to ( lie / lay ) on the floor.

17.  Cosmo was so exhausted that he ( lay / laid ) down for a nap.

18. The tax forms are ( lying / laying ) on the table.

19. The blueprints ( lay / laid ) on the floor while I worked.

20. ( Lying / Laying ) next to the stack of magazines was the subpoena that I had misplaced.

The answers are on the next page.
ANSWERS

1. The sun ( rises / raises ) an hour later now that daylight-saving time has begun.

2. (Sit / Set ) down and rest a while.

3. If you feel faint, ( lie / lay ) down.

4. I ( lay / laid ) awake all last night worrying about final exams.

5. Why are you ( lying / laying ) your coat over the chair?

6. The workers have already ( lain / laid ) the foundation of the building.

7. Is the dog ( lying / laying ) on the sofa again?

8. Pilar gently ( lain / laid ) the blanket over the dynamite.

9. Hemingway said, “Seven-eighths of the iceberg ( lies / lays ) below the surface of the water.”

10. The elevator started to ( rise / raise ) before I pushed the button for my floor.

11. The temperature has been ( rising / raising ) steadily for the past several days.

12. Have you been ( sitting / setting ) there long?

13. The price of the clothing is constantly ( rising / raising ).

14. Perfecta ( sat / set ) the box on the counter.

15. Should I be ( setting / sitting ) the napkins to the right of the plates?

16. The bank robbers instructed the tellers and customers to ( lie / lay ) on the floor.

17.  Cosmo was so exhausted that he ( lay / laid ) down for a nap.

18. The tax forms are ( lying / laying ) on the table.

19. The blueprints ( lay / laid ) on the floor while I worked.

20. ( Lying / Laying ) next to the stack of magazines was the subpoena that I had misplaced.
