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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #93
Quotation Marks with Other Marks

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_____________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR______________SCORE___

MINI-LESSON: Use quotation marks to set off direct quotations, but do not use quotations marks to set off an indirect quotation. Quotation marks belong outside the comma or period at the end of a quotation. Quotation marks belong inside a semicolon or colon at the end of a quotation. Quotation marks may be placed inside or outside a question mark, exclamation point, or dash at the end of a quotation, depending on the sentence’s meaning. If the question mark, exclamation point, or dash is part of the quotation, place the quotation marks outside the punctuation. If both the quotation and the tag are questions or exclamations, place the quotations marks inside the punctuation. Use single quotation marks to enclose a quotation within a quotation.
DIRECTIONS: Correct the use of quotation marks in the following sentences, making sure that the use and placement of any accompanying punctuation marks are consistent with accepted conventions. If a sentence is correct, mark it with a C.
1. Although I am unable to recall her exact words, Gloria Steinem has previously commented on how “many women are becoming the men they once hoped to marry.”
2. The president said, The senators and I will work to raise the minimum wage.

3. “Will our insistence on these changes hold up the adoption of this bill”? asked senator Fran’s advisor.

4. “The answer, my friend”, Bob Dylan sang, “is blowin’ in the wind”.

5. What did Timothy Leary mean by “Turn on, tune in, drop out?”

6. Students who do not pass the functional-literacy test receive “certificates of completion;” those who pass are awarded diplomas.

7. The first essay—George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language--” made quite an impression on me.

8. Mr. Fox noted, Few people can explain what Descartes’ words I think, therefore I am actually mean.

9. Who asked, “Is Paris Burning?”

10. Taxpayers were pleased with the first of the candidate’s promised “sweeping budget reforms”: a balanced budget.

The answers are on the next page.
ANSWERS
1. Although I am unable to recall her exact words, Gloria Steinem has previously commented on how many women are becoming the men they once hoped to marry.

2. The president said, “The senators and I will work to raise the minimum wage.”
3. “Will our insistence on these changes hold up the adoption of this bill?” asked senator Fran’s advisor.

4. “The answer, my friend,” Bob Dylan sang, “is blowin’ in the wind.”

5. What did Timothy Leary mean by “Turn on, tune in, drop out”?
6. Students who do not pass the functional-literacy test receive “certificates of completion”; those who pass are awarded diplomas.

7. The first essay—George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language”— made quite an impression on me.

8. Mr. Fox noted, “Few people can explain what Descartes’ words ‘I think, therefore I am’ actually mean.”
9. Who asked, “Is Paris Burning”?
10. C

