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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #92
Possessives: Plural Nouns

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME__________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_________________PERIOD____

MINI-LESSON: Ownership or connection is indicated by adding an apostrophe and –s to plural nouns not ending in –s (women’s health issues) and adding an apostrophe only to plural nouns not ending in –s (ladies’ shoes). Do not use apostrophes to make nouns plural (keeping up with the Joneses, not keeping up with the Joneses’; Rainy days and Mondays always get me down, not Rainy days and Monday’s always get me down.). 

DIRECTIONS: Insert apostrophes where necessary, and/or remove superfluous apostrophes. Some sentences may already be correct. 
1. Toys reflect American values.

2. Most students expectations about college are based on hopes and dreams of tomorrow’s to come.

3. One of the seven-year-old’s, who was having an understandably hard time learning the Beatitudes, said, “Blessed are the poor, for they shall inhabit the earth.”

4. The Joneses, our next-door neighbor’s, have taken their vacation for three September’s in a row. 

5. Hoovers and Kirbys are now on sale.

6. A few days’ study of proverbs will teach many practical lessons. 

7. It’s been several years since this company hosted a childrens party.

8. Thousands who bought Stevie Wonder’s first album remain his faithful fans today.

9. Our neighbors are concerned about not only Peeping Tom’s but also Peeping Marys. 

10. These are more Smiths, Joneses, and Johnsons in this year’s phone directory than in last year’s.

11. Greg is always putting in his two cent’s worth.

12. Thomas’s complaint was this: There are too many Thomases’ in his family.

ANSWERS

1. Correct

2. Most students’ expectations about college are based on hopes and dreams of tomorrows to come.

3. One of the seven-year-olds, who was having an understandably hard time learning the Beatitudes, said, “Blessed are the poor, for they shall inhabit the earth.”

4. The Joneses, our next-door neighbors, have taken their vacation for three Septembers in a row. 

5. Correct

6.  Correct

7. It’s been several years since this company hosted a children’s party.

8. Correct

9. Our neighbors are concerned about not only Peeping Toms but also Peeping Marys. 

10. Correct

11. Greg is always putting in his two cents’ worth.

12. Thomas’s complaint was this: There are too many Thomases in his family.

