COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #90
Possessive Pronouns Versus Contractions
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MINI-LESSON: Writers often mistake possessive pronouns for contractions. These are possessive pronouns: its, their, whose, and your. Remember the possessives do not have apostrophes. Other common possessive personal pronouns include his, hers, yours, ours, theirs, and mine.
The following are contractions: it’s (it is, it has), they’re (they are), who’s (who is), and you’re (you are). Remember a contraction is a shortened form of a word or words in which the omitted letters are replaced by an apostrophe. Also, remember that contractions are often too informal for some academic and professional writing. 

DIRECTIONS: The words in bold italics are either contractions or possessive pronouns. Change any possessives that are misused for contractions or vice versa. Also change any possessive pronouns that are spelled incorrectly. Some sentences may already be correct. 

1. This situation, difficult though it was, was their’s to make.

2. It’s  the cockroach that will continue to survive. Its already been around for millions of years, laying its’ eggs and making more cockroaches.

3. My groupmates decided that they’re going to allow me to be their recorder. 

4. Their were no questions following the speaker’s address.

5. Upon my return, my roommate said, “Tell me about your trip to the ski resort.”

“If I do, your  going to hear a long story,” came my reply.

6. Whose leading the workshops today, whose missing from the list of workshop speakers? One speaker is the man whose son is a six-year-old college student.

7. I bought a new pair of shorts today. Their navy blue. 

8. There go the graduates—their on their way to the commencement ceremonies where the speaker reminded them that the world is theirs to change. 

9. The house is mines, the car is your’s, but the bank account is our’s. 

10. Charles martin said that with language our ancestors were able to pass on they’re cultural heritage to succeeding generations. 

11. Its messiness is not you’re problem or they’re problem. But whose going to clean it up?
12. Credit for discovering the house is really her’s. 

13. Whose the first person who said, “You’d better watch your p’s and q’s”? 

14. All students’ papers were returned, but neither your’s nor their’s was graded. 

15. The United States’ proverbs are as interesting to study as yours are. 

16. The course was taught by a professional florist whose technique was oriental. 

The answers are on the next page. 

ANSWERS

1. This situation, difficult though it was, was theirs to make.

2. It’s the cockroach that will continue to survive. It’s already been around for millions of years, laying its eggs and making more cockroaches.

3. Correct 

4. There were no questions following the speaker’s address.

5. Upon my return, my roommate said, “Tell me about your trip to the ski resort.”

“If I do, you’re going to hear a long story,” came my reply.

6. Who’s leading the workshops today, who’s  missing from the list of workshop speakers? One speaker is the man whose son is a six-year-old college student.

7. I bought a new pair of shorts today. They’re navy blue. 

8. There go the graduates—they’re on their way to the commencement ceremonies where the speaker reminded them that the world is theirs to change. 

9. The house is mine, the car is yours, but the bank account is ours. 

10. Charles martin said that with language our ancestors were able to pass on their cultural heritage to succeeding generations. 

11. Its messiness is not your problem or their problem. But who’s going to clean it up?

12. Credit for discovering the house is really hers. 

13. Who’s the first person who said, “You’d better watch your p’s and q’s”? 

14. All students’ papers were returned, but neither yours nor theirs was graded. 

15. Correct 

16.  Correct 

