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MINI-LESSON: Verbs agree with their subjects in number (singular, plural). Problems arise when writers do not understand the difference between singular verb forms and plural verb forms or between singular nouns and plural nouns.

SINGULAR VERB FORMS                                                        PLURAL VERB FORMS


           is, has, shows                                                                            are, have, show

Singular verb forms end in –s; plural verb forms do not end in –s. Singular verb forms should be used with only singular subjects (a singular subject can be substituted with he, she, or it). 
Plural verb forms should only be used with only plural subjects (a plural subject can be substituted for the plural pronoun they). 


INCORRECT: The calendar show thirty-one days for June.


CORRECT:      The calendar shows thirty-one days for June.

Another problem arises when writers fail to use the plural form of a noun that should obviously be plural.


INCORRECT: Both calendar have errors for the month of June.


CORRECT:      Both calendars have errors for the month of June.

DIRECTIONS: Each sentence below contains one or more errors in agreement. Change the necessary verbs and nouns to their correct forms.

1. These complicated instructions really confuses me.
2. Knowledge, charisma, and intelligence—these personal qualities is what make an influential person. Time makes a distinction between power and influence. After reading Time magazine’s cover story, “America’s 25 Most Influential People,” and the article entitled “Who Has the Power?” I think a person who deserve to be on the list is Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
3. There are a number of ethnic stereotypes that causes discrimination. 
4. Getting first place and receiving a trophy was the two greatest moment of my life. 
5. Each year I participate in Junior Olympics, an event which take place once a year. 
6. Our track team were divided into two division, one for men and one for women.

 7. Much of the support that Mike has come from his classmates. 
8. With regard to an incoming freshman’s class schedule, the faculty advisor made the final decision.
9. At the weekly sing-alongs, the piano player usually join in the singing.
10. My history professor does not let her students take make-up exams, and she do not accept late papers.
11. If she ask for an extension, the officer might grant it.

12. If he need to miss the deadline, he should have made arrangement.

13. As a woman, I am concerned about heart disease and breast cancer being the primary killers of American women.

ANSWERS

1. These complicated instructions really confuse me.
2. Knowledge, charisma, and intelligence—these personal qualities are what makes an influential person. Time makes a distinction between power and influence. After reading Time magazine’s cover story, “America’s 25 Most Influential People,” and the article entitled “Who Has the Power?” I think a person who deserves to be on the list is Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
3. There are a number of ethnic stereotypes that cause discrimination.
4. Getting first place and receiving a trophy were the two greatest moments of my life. 

5. Each year I participate in Junior Olympics, an event which takes place once a year.

6. Our track team was divided into two divisions, one for men and one for women.

7. Much of the support that Mike has comes from his classmates.
8. With regard to an incoming freshman’s class schedule, the faculty advisor makes the final decision.

9. At the weekly sing-alongs, the piano player usually joins in the singing.

10. My history professor does not let her students take make-up exams, and she does not accept late papers.

11. If she asks for an extension, the officer might grant it.

12. If he needs to miss the deadline, he should have made arrangement.

13. Correct
