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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #89
Possessives with Gerunds

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME__________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR______________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON: A gerund is the –ing form of a verb and is used as a noun. 


Winning the lottery surprised them.

Like nouns, gerunds (-ing verb forms used as nouns) are modified by possessive forms of nouns and pronouns.


Donald’s winning the lottery surprised them. 


His winning the lottery surprised them. 

DIRECTIONS: Change nouns and pronouns to their possessive forms when needed with gerunds. Some sentences may already be correct. 

1. Andy working nights as a sales associate affect4ed him doing well in student teaching. 

2. We had to pay a fifty-dollar fine for Sara driving without a permit.
3. My father always tolerated us talking after the lights were out.

4. The voters were very proud of the incumbent having been reelected.

5. My aunt was unhappy about my cousin enlisting.

6. She hated Karen’s calling every night.

7. Do you mind me speaking very frankly to you?

8. Todd can afford college by his wife regularly working two jobs.

9. His immediately demanding a payment showed his inexperience.

10. We appreciated Kenya telling us that you were not coming.

11. Pam disapproved of us spending too much time in the Rat.

12. Their immediate attraction to Martha’s Vineyard resulted in them visiting the resort every summer.

13. The committee had no doubt bout Melanie Alvarez being the best candidate for the job.

14. Us complaining to the boss will only make matters worse.

15. The instructor being here on time surprised us.

16. We have no record of you having called this office. 

17. A big fuss was made about the mayor changing his vote.

18. There is a problem caused by them being absent so much.

19. Everyone was pleased about the Americans great showing in the Atlanta Olympic Games.

20. The Office of Records and Registration has no record of me having withdrawn from this class. 

The answers are on the next page.
ANSWERS

1. Andy’s working nights as a sales associate affect4ed his doing well in student teaching. 

2. We had to pay a fifty-dollar fine for Sara’s driving without a permit.

3. My father always tolerated our talking after the lights were out.

4. The voters were very proud of the incumbent’s having been reelected.

5. My aunt was unhappy about my cousin’s enlisting.

6. Correct

7. Do you mind my speaking very frankly to you?

8. Todd can afford college by his wife’s regularly working two jobs.

9. Correct

10. We appreciated Kenya’s telling us that you were not coming.

11. Pam disapproved of our spending too much time in the Rat.

12. Their immediate attraction to Martha’s Vineyard resulted in their visiting the resort every summer.

13. The committee had no doubt bout Melanie Alvarez’s being the best candidate for the job.

14. Our complaining to the boss will only make matters worse.

15. The instructor’s being here on time surprised us.

16. We have no record of your having called this office. 

17. A big fuss was made about the mayor’s changing his vote.

18. There is a problem caused by their being absent so much.

19. Everyone was pleased about the Americans’ great showing in the Atlanta Olympic Games.

20. The Office of Records and Registration has no record of my having withdrawn from this class. 

