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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #85
Vague Pronoun reference

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME__________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE______

MINI-LESSON: Every pronoun must have a conspicuous antecedent. In grammar, an antecedent is the word (a noun or another pronoun) to which the pronoun refers. In the example below, the antecedent for the pronoun they is boots. 

EXAMPLE: Al would have bought the boots, but they were too small.
The antecedent should not be vague.

VAGUE: We stopped at one or two souvenir stands but didn’t see any worth buying.

CORRECT: We stopped at one or two souvenir stands but didn’t see any souvenirs worth buying.

The antecedent should not be implied.

IMPLIED: Ed thinks flying is the best way to travel, although he has never been on one. 

CORRECT: Ed thinks flying is the best way to travel, although he has never been on a plane. 

The antecedent should not be ambiguous.

AMBIGUOUS: the partnership between Katz and Orenstein was dissolved when he retired. 
CORRECT: The partnership between Katz and Orenstein was dissolved when Katz retired.

The antecedent should not be remote.

REMOTE: When I read Helen Hayes’s autobiography, it made me realize what hard work acting is.

CORRECT: Reading Helen Hayes’s autobiography made me realize what hard work acting is.

REMOTE: In Euripides’ Medea, he describes the plight of a woman rejected by her husband.
CORRECT: In Euripides’ Medea, Euripides describes the plight of a woman rejected by her husband.

DIRECTIONS: Correct any ambiguous, vague, implied, or remote references by replacing the pronoun with a noun, moving the pronoun closer to the intended antecedent, or rephrasing the sentence. Some sentences may already be correct. 

1. After braiding Shameka’s hair, Bianca decorated them with beads.

2. Tom told James that he had won the lottery.

3. When Gloria set the pitcher on the glass-topped table, it broke.

4. Sometimes a list of ways to save energy is included with the gas bill. For example, they suggest setting a moderate temperature for the hot water heater.

5. In the report, it points out that removing affirmative action laws would prove detrimental to minorities and women.

6. When Karen’s sister left, she gave all the cats away.

7. Since the world’s supply of food is decreasing as the population is increasing, they are looking for new sources of food.

8. She said that a library is a pleasant place to work, but they have to be on their feet a great deal.

9. Don continued to work for Mr. Mischewiecz even though he disliked him.

10. Liza doesn’t enjoy playing chess with Erin because she is a much better player.

11. They said on the late news that the volcano had erupted again.

12. In Japan, they are very loyal to the companies they work for.

13. Ever since I read a book on Buddhists’ beliefs, I’ve been thinking of becoming one.

14. In the apartment complex lease, it states that no pets are allowed in the rooms.

15. As they nervously filed into the auditorium, the teachers smiled at the graduates. 

16. If children are irresponsible, it is probably the fault of their parents.

17. When the witness asked for police protection, two of them were assigned to guard him.

18. Franz took the shutters off the window frames and painted them.

19. It says in the newspaper that Monday will be warmer.

20. In the Victorian era, they never talked about sex in public. 

The answers are on the next page.

ANSWERS

1. After braiding Shameka’s hair, Bianca decorated the braids with beads.

2. When Tom won the lottery, he told James.

3. The glass-topped table broke when Gloria set the pitcher on it.
4. Sometimes a list of ways to save energy is included with the gas bill. For example, the gas company suggests setting a moderate temperature for the hot water heater.

5. The report points out that removing affirmative action laws would prove detrimental to minorities and women.

6. Karen gave all the cats away when her sister left.

7. Since the world’s supply of food is decreasing as the population is increasing, scientists are looking for new sources of food.

8. She said that a library is a pleasant place to work, but the librarians have to be on their feet a great deal.

9. Even though Don disliked Mr. Mischewiecz, he continued to work for him.

10. Liza doesn’t enjoy playing chess with Erin because Erin is a much better player.

11. The newscasters said on the late news that the volcano had erupted again.

12. In Japan, workers are very loyal to the companies they work for.

13. Ever since I read a book on Buddhists’ beliefs, I’ve been thinking of becoming a Buddhist.

14. The apartment complex lease states that no pets are allowed in the rooms.

15. As the graduates nervously filed into the auditorium, the teachers smiled at the graduates. 

16. If children are irresponsible, their irresponsibility is probably the fault of their parents.

17. When the witness asked for police protection, two of the police officers were assigned to guard him.

18. Franz took the shutters off the window frames and painted the shutters.

19. The newspaper says that Monday will be warmer.

20. In the Victorian era, people never talked about sex in public. 
