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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #84

Broad Pronoun Reference: Misuse of this, which, that and it

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME__________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON: Pronouns get their meaning from a specific one-word antecedent, usually a noun or another pronoun. Therefore, writers should avoid using this, which, that, and it to refer to a whole idea or sentence because there is the danger that he reader may think the pronoun refers to the preceding noun, not the preceding idea or sentence. These pronouns should refer to specific nouns.

FAULTY: 
The college student spent a lot of time on the Internet, which her parents disapproved of. 

REVISED: 
The college student’s parents disapproved of her spending a lot of time on the Internet.

DIRECTIONS: Revise any sentences below in which this, which, that, or it is used to refer to a whole idea or sentence. Some sentences may be correctly written. 
1. The cost of living went up another two percent, which caused a serious problem for retired people on a small fixed income.

2. Bobby Sasser finished first in the cross-country race. This was something he had never done before.

3. The boys spent the whole afternoon shoveling snow from the sidewalks and driveway. It took a lot of stamina. 

4. The old city hall, which was built in 1901, is being renovated.

5. A week later Terry circulated a second petition, which infuriated the manager. 

6. The turn signals on my car do not operate, but that could be repaired immediately.

7. Martin Luther King, Jr. was dedicated to nonviolence. It influenced his decision to become a minister.

8. I am not doing well in my chemistry class, which my professor doesn’t understand.

9. He saw how expensive the supplies were for the art courses; this made him decide not to take these courses.

10. I just found out that my roommate is planning to withdraw from school. It really shocked me.

ANSWERS

1. The cost of living went up another two percent, causing a serious problem for retired people on a small fixed income.

2. Bobby Sasser finished first in the cross-country race, something he had never done before.

3. The boys spent the whole afternoon shoveling snow from the sidewalks and driveway, a job which took a lot of stamina. 

4. Correct

5. The manager was infuriated because a week later Terry circulated a second petition. 

6. The turn signals on my car do not operate, but that problem could be repaired immediately.

7. Martin Luther King, Jr. dedication to nonviolence influenced his decision to become a minister.

8. I am not doing well in my chemistry class, a situation which my professor doesn’t understand.

9. He saw how expensive the supplies were for the art courses; this expense made him decide not to take these courses.

10. I just found out that my roommate is planning to withdraw from school. Her decision really shocked me.

11. Mujtabaa handsomeness makes him think he is irresistible to women. 

