COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON # 82
Reflexive Pronouns

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_______________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_____________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  The following are some reflexive pronouns: myself, yourself, himself, herself, ourselves, and themselves.  A reflexive pronoun usually refers to the subject of the sentence.

EXAMPLE:  He looked at himself in the mirror.

Some reflexive pronouns are used for emphasis:

EXAMPLE:    He himself answered the phone, not his secretary.


He answered the phone himself. 

Reflexive pronouns should not be used to substitute for personal pronouns.

EXAMPLE:
INCORRECT

Contact Dante or myself if you need a photographer.



CORRECT

Contact Dante or me if you need a photographer.

The following are not reflexive pronouns: hisself, ourself, themself, theirselves, theirself.

DIRECTIONS:  Complete the sentences by filling in the blanks with the appropriate reflexive pronoun.  Choose from the list below.  (Two of the pronouns are incorrect and should not be used at all.  Three of the pronouns should be used more than once.)


myself


himself


themselves

theirselves


yourself(selves)
hisself


herself


ourselves



I often have conversations with _________________ .  I find_____________ very








1


2

agreeable.  Tom talks to _____________, and so does Christina.  They really know how





3

to entertain_________________.  When we are together, we often talk to ______________.

                                  4                                                                                               5

Christina tells_________________ that such conversations are healthy.

                                     6


People may think you're crazy, but talking to ______________ is one way to practice  

                                                                                                 7

your English.  I _______________ believe that thinking out loud helps people 

                                       8

solve their problems by ______________.  Tom, Christina, and I admire _____________

                                                    9                                                                            10

unreservedly.  

DIRECTIONS:  Circle the correct pronoun.

11. Holyfield handles (hisself, himself) very well in the boxing ring.

12. If you have any questions, contact the supervisor or (myself, me).

13. Just between you and (I, me, myself), this proposal is unfair.

14. Myra and (I, me, myself) will take care of the plans for the ceremony.

15. Everyone has agreed to the plan except Johannes and (I, me, myself).     
The answers are on the next page.

ANSWERS

I often have conversations with ______myself___________ .  I find__myself__ very








1


2

agreeable.  Tom talks to ___himself__________, and so does Christina.  They really know how





3

to entertain themselves_.  When we are together, we often talk to _______ourselves_______.
                                  4                                                                                               5

Christina tells______herself___________ that such conversations are healthy.

                                     6


People may think you're crazy, but talking to _____yourself_________ is one way to practice  

                                                                                                 7

your English.  I __myself__ believe that thinking out loud helps people 

                                       8

solve their problems by __themselves___.  Tom, Christina, and I admire ____ourselves_____
                                                    9                                                                            10

unreservedly.  

   DIRECTIONS:  Circle the correct pronoun.

11. Holyfield handles (hisself, himself) very well in the boxing ring.

12. If you have any questions, contact the supervisor or (myself, me).

13. Just between you and (I, me, myself), this proposal is unfair.

14. Myra and (I, me, myself) will take care of the plans for the ceremony.

15. Everyone has agreed to the plan except Johannes and (I, me, myself).     

