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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON # 81
Pronoun Case: Who or Whoever Versus Whom or Whomever

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME______________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR____________SCORE_______

Mini-Lesson: Grammatical function determines the question of who or whoever versus whom or whomever.  Choose who or whoever when a subject is needed.  Choose whom or whomever when an object is needed. 



Subjective Case



Objective Case


         Who




      Whom



     Whoever




     Whomever

The following suggestions for using who and whom may help:

1. Substitute “he” for “who” and “him” for “whom.”




      he,  him


- She is a person (who, whom) I admire.

2. Use only the portion of the sentence in which “who” or “whom” is functioning.


- (he, him) I admire.

3. Read the clause in its natural order: subject followed by the verb.


- I admire (he, him).  I admire him. 
EXAMPLE:    -     Rover, who is well named, ran away. (he is well named)

· I have no idea whom they respect. (they respect him)

· The man who the witness said had caused the accident is suing the truck driver.  (he caused the accident)

DIRECTIONS:  Consider the function of each pronoun in parentheses.  Circle the correct pronoun.


When the telephone rang, Marie answered and asked, “(Who, Whom) is 

                                                                                                               1                   

calling, and (who, whom) would you like to speak to?”  The reply was garbled, so she

                              2

asked again, “(Who, Whom) did you say is calling?”

                                 3


A strange voice told Marie, “Hakeem dates women (who, whom) are spirited

                                                                                                         4

and independent.”


In confusion Marie asked, “Are you trying to contact the people to 

(who, whom) this house belongs?”

       5


The voice said, “(Who, Whom) is this?’

                                                 6


Marie answered, “I am the woman (who, whom) always wears red.”

                                                                             7


“Well,” drawled the voice, “I am Will Rogers, and I never met a man 

(who, whom) I didn’t like.”

         8


“Will Rogers is dead,” Marie answered.

“(Who, Whom) told you that?”

             9

Marie confessed that she overheard it from (whoever, whomever) sat behind her at the bar last 

                                                                                     10

night.


“I sat behind you at the bar.  You eavesdropped on my conversation,” the voice 

huskily continued, “so now, you must fry a chicken for me.”


“I’ll fry a chicken for (whoever, whomever) I please,” Marie shouted.

                                                             11

The answers are on the next page.

ANSWERS

When the telephone rang, Marie answered and asked, “(Who, Whom) is 

                                                                                                               1                   

calling, and (who, whom) would you like to speak to?”  The reply was garbled, so she

                              2

asked again, “(Who, Whom) did you say is calling?”

                                 3


A strange voice told Marie, “Hakeem dates women (who, whom) are spirited

                                                                                                         4

and independent.”


In confusion Marie asked, “Are you trying to contact the people to 

(who, whom) this house belongs?”

       5


The voice said, “(Who, Whom) is this?’

                                                 6


Marie answered, “I am the woman (who, whom) always wears red.”

                                                                             7


“Well,” drawled the voice, “I am Will Rogers, and I never met a man 

(who, whom) I didn’t like.”

         8


“Will Rogers is dead,” Marie answered.

“(Who, Whom) told you that?”

             9

Marie confessed that she overheard it from (whoever, whomever) sat behind her at the bar last 

                                                                                     10

night.


“I sat behind you at the bar.  You eavesdropped on my conversation,” the voice 

huskily continued, “so now, you must fry a chicken for me.”


“I’ll fry a chicken for (whoever, whomever) I please,” Marie shouted.
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