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Agreement: a/the number of and a/the percentage of
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MINI-LESSON: A number of and a percentage of require plural verb forms (verbs with –s or –es endings), while the number of and the percentage of require singular verb forms (verbs with –s and –es endings).

Example: A number of tourists arrive in Pensacola each year.


  A percentage of professors submit articles to journals each term.


  The number of tourists in Pensacola amazes me.


  The percentage of publishing professors is very impressive. 

DIRECTIONS: Choose the correct verb in the following sentences. 

1. The number of miles in Chrysler’s new guarantee (is / are) fewer than the number of

     miles stipulated in the old guarantee. 

2.  A number of students (go / goes) to the Writing Lab each semester.

3.  A large percentage of bears (has / have) been spotted in the upper elevations by the   

     state forest rangers.   

4.  The number of voters (has / have) declined. 

5.  The percentage of cities with over 300,000 people (is / are) amazing. 

6. A number of observers (believe / believes) that several western states are determined

    to raise the speed limit.

7. The number of people still confused about the transmissions of AIDS (defy / defies) 

     all efforts at education.

8.  The percentage of students dropping out each semester (is / are) alarming. 

9.  The number of spiders on the wall (disturbs / disturb) me when I am bathing.

10. A large percentage of college students (travels / travel) to Panama City Beach each 

       year.  

ANSWERS

1. is

2. go

3. have

4. has

5. is

6. believe

7. defies

8. is

9. disturbs

10. travel

