COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #77
Plurals: Letters, Numbers, Symbols, Time Periods, etc.

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_______________SCORE______

MINI-LESSON: Use an apostrophe and –s to form the plurals of letters, numbers, symbols, and words named as words.  


Kristi skated nearly perfect figure 8’s.


We’ve heard enough maybe’s.


Look what happened to employment in the 1990s (or 1990’s).


The clothing rack did not have any size 3s (or 3’s). 


I have too many but’s in my sentence. 


Students receive no credit for courses in which they receive F’s, WF’s or W’s (or Fs, 
WFs, Ws).

DIRECTIONS: Insert apostrophes where necessary, and/or remove superfluous apostrophes.  Some sentences my already be correct.

1. That sentence has too many and’s.  

2. Remember to dot your i s and cross your t s, or your readers may not be able to distinguish them from e’s and l’s.  

3. I get straight As in English, and I always spell grammar with two a’s.

4. The attendant checked their luggage and asked to see their IDs.

5. The new electronics shop in the mall sells VCRs, TVs, and CDs.

6. The attorney’s prose as well as his legal secretary’s documents is filled with wherefores.

7. The Sidwell’s invested in three IRAs this year.

8. The 1920s is referred to as the Roaring Twenties.

9. For a person past fifty, the three Rs are rent, retirement, and rheumatism.

10. There are four 3s in the toll-free number for the company that sells the pamphlet entitled “The Dos and Donts of Dating on the Internet.”  
The answers to these questions are on the next page.

ANSWERS

1. C  

2. Remember to dot your i’ s and cross your t’ s, or your readers may not be able to distinguish them from e’s and l’s.  

3. I get straight A’s in English, and I always spell grammar with two a’s.

4. C   or ID’s
5. C   or VCR’s, TV’s, and CD’s.
6. The attorney’s prose as well as his legal secretary’s documents is filled with wherefore’s.

7. The Sidwells invested in three IRAs or IRA’s this year.

8. C or 1920’s
9. C or R’s
10. There are four 3s or 3’s in the toll-free number for the company that sells the pamphlet entitled “The Do’s and Dont’s of Dating on the Internet.”  

