COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #76
Plurals
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NAME________________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR______________SCORE______

MINI-LESSON: The rules for forming the plural of nouns vary, depending on whether the final letter of the word is a –y, -s, -f, or –o, whether the noun changes its form altogether, or whether the noun is a word borrowed from another language.  Generally, however, most nouns are made plural by adding –s.

Use a dictionary if you are uncertain about the plural of a particular noun.

Do not use an apostrophe to form the plural of a noun.

DIRECTIONS: Each plural noun below is in bold type.  Change any incorrect plural spellings.  You may use a dictionary if you need to.

1. Irena is one of the nine finalists in the bikini contest; her friend Serena is one of the runner-ups. 

2. The air force has two pending court martials against military officers’.

3. Rita Dove, Laurie O’Brien, Mary Hood and Lucille Clifton are among the national and local poet laureates of this century.

4. The criterias for the job include editing experience, computer knowledge, and public speaking experience.  

5. The men on the night shift usually share stories about their mother-in-laws.

6. Business majors’ fill their back packs with portfolioes, resumes, course syllabi from professional writing classes, and sample memorandums. 
7. The alumnae chapter of the sorority has as many active members as the university’s alumni association.  

8. Home insurance policys sometimes fail to cover losses due to “acts of God,” such as earthquakes, tornados, and hurricanes. 

9. Pantheists believe that God is imminent in all things.

10. Fighting persists in Northern Ireland because of animosities nearly three hundred year’s old; in some third-world countrys, fighting persists because of political differences among ethnic groups.  

11. Rolls-Royces and Bentleys are so expensive that only millionaires like the Kennedy’s and the Cosbys can afford them.  
The answers to these questions are on the next page.
ANSWERS
1. Irena is one of the nine finalists in the bikini contest; her friend Serena is one of the runners-up. 

2. The air force has two pending court martials against military officers.
3. Rita Dove, Laurie O’Brien, Mary Hood and Lucille Clifton are among the national and local poets laureate of this century.

4. The criteria for the job include editing experience, computer knowledge, and public speaking experience.  

5. The men on the night shift usually share stories about their mothers-in-law.
6. Business majors’ fill their back packs with portfolios, resumes, course syllabi from professional writing classes, and sample memorandums. 

7. C  

8. Home insurance policies sometimes fail to cover losses due to “acts of God,” such as earthquakes, tornados or tornadoes, and hurricanes. 

9. C

10. Fighting persists in Northern Ireland because of animosities nearly three hundred years old; in some third-world countries, fighting persists because of political differences among ethnic groups.  

11. Rolls-Royces and Bentleys are so expensive that only millionaires like the Kennedys and the Cosbys can afford them.  

