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Parallelism: Correlative pairs
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MINI-LESSON:
Items in a series should be balanced or coordinated; that is, to indicate the same rank and role of items in a series or to indicate equality of these ideas, writers of standard written English must employ parallel grammatical constructions. In order to ensure that these are grammatically similar, the writer conveys his or her message in parallel language. Some writers make a construction appear to be parallel when actually it is not by incorrectly mixing the parts of correlative pairs.

Incorrect: I readily admitted that I had neither interest or need for this seminar.

Remember that the correlative pair is neither…nor.

Correct: I readily admitted that I had neither interest nor need for this seminar.

FREQUENTLY USED CORRELATIVE CONJUNCTIONS



Both…and



neither…nor



Either…or



not only…but also



Just as…so



whether…or


DIRECTIONS:
Correct any sentences that contain faulty parallelism. Write “C” if the sentence is correct.

1. The local supermarket accepts neither credit cards or checks from its customers.

2. Spring football practice will not only acquaint the new men with the coach’s system but will give the veterans extra practice.

3. Both Hancock or Jefferson signed the Declaration of Independence.

4. Either I will renew my lease, and I will move.

5. That class was allowed to take the exam either on Wednesday of “dead week” or on the first scheduled day of exams.

6. Objective tests can be neither a true measure of ability or an accurate prediction of future success.

7. It was both an interesting sermon or inspirational.

8. Ellen has been outstanding not only in her studies but in athletics.

9. Our car insurance policy is not only the most economical, but the most comprehensive.

10.  I could use a new suit both for school and for work. 

The answers to these questions are on the next page.

1. The local supermarket accepts neither credit cards nor checks from its customers.

2. Spring football practice will not only acquaint the new men with the coach’s system but also will give the veterans extra practice.

3. Both Hancock and Jefferson signed the Declaration of Independence.

4. Either I will renew my lease, or I will move.

5. C

6. Objective tests can be neither a true measure of ability nor an accurate prediction of future success.

7. It was both an interesting sermon and inspirational.

8. Ellen has been outstanding not only in her studies but also in athletics.

9. Our car insurance policy is not only the most economical, but also the most comprehensive.

10.  C 

