COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #74

Parallelism with Mixed Series
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MINI-LESSON:
The principle of parallelism requires that items in a series be alike or grammatically equivalent in meaning, structure and/or form, that is, nouns with nouns, verbs with verbs, prepositional phrases with prepositional phrases, adverb clauses with adverb clauses, sentences with sentences; and people with people, automobiles with automobiles, and so forth.

UNPARALLEL: The Great Depression affected people in all walks of life: farmers, industrial workers, formerly respected bankers, and the attitudes of college students. 

 
(Attitudes is not a specific instance of the noun.)

PARALLEL:
The Great Depression affected people in all walks of life: farmers, industrial workers, formerly respected bankers, and college students.

DIRECTIONS:
Examine the sentences below for faulty parallelism. Make changes where necessary. Some sentences may already be correct.

1. Roz wrote in the personal column of the newspaper that she wants to find a companion who has good qualities and ready for a commitment.

2. My new exercise program and going on a strict diet will give me a new shape before bikini season.

3. Sports medicine experts emphasize the importance of water intake and recommending a half ounce of water per day.

4. I worked most of the night but couldn’t finish my project.

5. Christina’s new dress is beautiful, practical, and it is very expensive.

6. Everyone who joins the college newspaper staff is required to attend all staff meetings and submitting an article.

7. The baby gurgled noisily, happily, and with vigor after seeing her parents.

8. A deficiency in Vitamin C may be indicated by a variety of symptoms, including nervousness, dizziness, insomnia, and you are depressed.

9. I can’t decide which activity I prefer: to swim at the shore in July when the sand is warm or jogging along country roads in October when the autumn leaves are at their colorful best.

10.  Influenza viruses are difficult to control because of their rapid changes and because they are highly contagious.

11.  Cheating can result in suspension or even being expelled from school.

12. Tu Nyugen is responsible for stocking merchandise, all in-store repairs, writing orders for delivery, and sales of computers.

13.  My mother could not convince me that giving is as much a joy as to receive.

The answers to these questions are on the next page.

ANSWERS
1. Roz wrote in the personal column of the newspaper that she wants to find a companion who has good qualities and who is ready for a commitment. OR

Roz wrote in the personal column of the newspaper that she wants to find a companion who has good qualities and commitments.
2. My new exercise program and going on a strict diet will give me a new shape before bikini season.

3. Sports medicine experts emphasize the importance of water intake and recommend a half ounce of water per day.

4. Correct

5. Christina’s new dress is beautiful, practical, and it is very expensive.

6. Everyone who joins the college newspaper staff is required to attend all staff meetings and to submit an article.

7. The baby gurgled noisily, happily, and with vigorously after seeing her parents.

8. A deficiency in Vitamin C may be indicated by a variety of symptoms, including nervousness, dizziness, insomnia, and depression.
9. I can’t decide which activity I prefer: to swim at the shore in July when the sand is warm or to jog along country roads in October when the autumn leaves are at their colorful best.

10.  Influenza viruses are difficult to control because of their rapid changes and because their contagiousness.

11.  Cheating can result in suspension or expulsion.
12. Tu Nyugen is responsible for stocking merchandise, doing all in-store repairs, writing orders for delivery, and selling of computers.

13.  My mother could not convince me that giving is as much a joy as receiving.

