

Revised June 2009


COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #70
Underlining & Italics
UWF WRITING LAB’S GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME ____________________________CLASS/ INSTRUCTOR __________________________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON:  In general, underline the title of works.  Titles to be underlined include the names of books, plays, long poems published as books, compact discs, audiocassettes, record albums, ballets, television and radio programs, and operas.  Use quotation marks for the titles of works published within larger works.  Such titles include the names of articles, essays, short stories, short poems, chapters of books, individual episodes of television and radio programs, and songs.

1.  Italics/underlining is used to identify certain titles as books, movies, plays, newspapers, magazines, paintings, sculptures, and aircraft:

books




The Life of Grange Copland

movies




Indecent Proposal

plays




A Raisin in the Sun

newspapers



The Washington Post
magazines



Field and Stream

television programs


Living Single   (Individual episodes are placed in quotation marks)
paintings



American Gothic
sculptures



David
ships




the USS Wisconsin

aircraft




the Spirit of St. Louis

trains




The Silver Express

2.  Italics/underlining is also used to identify foreign words or phrases that have not become fully anglicized/naturalized, that is adapted to English usage without alteration.  The problem lies in determining which words and phrases have become anglicized.  Consult a dictionary if in doubt.
Some common foreign words, phrases, and expressions that have become anglicized are as follows:

cum laude

double entendre

de facto

hacienda

ménage a trios

que sera, sera

bon voyage

laissez faire

Others, not so familiar, need to be underlined:
In Spanish, oye means “listen up.”

Her tour de force is admirable.

3.  Underline words used as words and not as grammatical units:


Although you  is the second person plural pronoun, some Southerners insist on saying “y’all.”


The phrase a lot is commonly used—and misspelled—in writing.

DIRECTIONS:  Insert or change underlining and/or quotation marks as needed.  Use underlining in lieu of italics.
1. the autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

2. However is a conjunctive adverb, not a coordinating conjunction.

3. the “Star Trek” episode  The Trouble with Tribbles
4. the battleship USS Alabama

5. The Tuskegee Airmen, a made-for-television movie

6. the movie “Waiting to Exhale”
7. Frost’s poem The Road Not Taken
8. Antidote and anecdote are often confused because their pronunciations are similar.

9. the song “Jagged Little Pill”

10. the painting “I and My Village”

The answers are on the next page
ANSWERS

1. the autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
2. However is a conjunctive adverb, not a coordinating conjunction.

3. the Star Trek episode  “The Trouble with Tribbles”
4. the battleship USS Alabama
5. The Tuskegee Airmen, a made-for-television movie

6. the movie Waiting to Exhale
7. Frost’s poem The Road Not Taken
8. Antidote and anecdote are often confused because their pronunciations are similar.

9. Correct

10. the painting I and My Village
