COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #6
Adjectives and Adverbs: real and really
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_______________ CLASS / INSTRUCTOR____________ SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON: Real is an adjective and should be used only to modify/describe a noun/pronoun. Really is an adverb and should be used only to modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.  Most agree that really is an overworked adverb and should be substituted with very, exceedingly, unusually, quite, too, or another qualifier.
Examples:
There is a real need to provide relief for the victims.

The victims are genuinely needy.

DIRECTIONS: Examine each of the sentences below for incorrect usage of real. When necessary, correct the sentences by substituting an appropriate qualifier for real.
1. I’m getting tired; let’s walk real slowly.
2. The coach is real enthusiastic about the team’s prospects.
3. The interview with the star of the show proved real disappointing.
4. The director stubbornly insisted on using a real lion.
5. He easily talked the man into giving us a real bargain.
6. As we left the harbor, we encountered some real rough weather.
7. His voice sounded real hoarse over the telephone.
8. Francine rejected the silk dress with the real full skirt and chose the slim linen one.
9. The crash of 1987 was a real surprise to many investors.
10. All secretaries are advised to go real carefully until they have mastered the new computer system.
ANSWERS

1. very

2. quite

3. extremely

4. Correct

5. Correct

6. unusually

7. very

8. very

9. Correct

10. extremely
