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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #68

Idioms

UWF WRITING LAB’S GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME ____________________________CLASS/ INSTRUCTOR __________________________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON:  Idiomatic expressions generally consist of nouns, adjectives, verbs, and phrases which are associated with specific prepositions.  For example, we say according to rather than according with and different from instead of different than.  We can agree on a promise, but we agree with someone who shares our opinion.  Idioms affect other words used with them in a sentence; we say “all of a sudden,” not “all of the sudden,” because “all of a sudden is an idiomatic expression.
DIRECTIONS:  Edit the following sentences to eliminate errors in the use of idiomatic expressions.  If a sentence is correct, write “correct” after it.  If you find an incorrect use of an idiom, cross it out and replace the preposition that forms the correct idiom.

1. Queen Anne was so angry at Sarah Churchill that she refused to see her again.
2. Prior to the Russians’ launching of Sputnik, nik was not an English suffix.  

3. Try and come up with the rough outline, and Marika will fill in the details.

4. For the frightened refugees, the dangerous trek across the mountains was preferable than life in a war zone.

5. The parade moved off the street and onto the beach.

6. Be sure and report on the dangers of releasing bacteria into the atmosphere.

7. Why do you assume that embezzling bank assets is so different than robbing the bank?

8. Most of the class agreed to Sylvia’s viewpoint.

9. What type of wedding are you planning?

10. Andrea intends to join the Peace Corps after graduation.
The answers to these questions are on the next page. 
ANSWERS

1. Queen Anne was so angry with Sarah Churchill that she refused to see her again.

2. Correct  

3. Try to come up with the rough outline, and Marika will fill in the details.

4. For the frightened refugees, the dangerous trek across the mountains was preferable to life in a war zone.

5. Correct
6. Be sure to report on the dangers of releasing bacteria into the atmosphere.

7. Why do you assume that embezzling bank assets is so different from robbing the bank?

8. Most of the class agreed with Sylvia’s viewpoint.

9. Correct
10.  Correct
