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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #67

Hyphens

UWF WRITING LAB’S GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME ____________________________CLASS/ INSTRUCTOR __________________________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON:  The hyphen is most commonly used to separate a word that is divided by the right hand margin, but a hyphen also has the following conventional uses:

1) to separate the parts of a compound modifier or multiword adjective when the modifier/adjective precedes the word that it modifies  (e.g. “When he is out of town, he uses out-of-town checks.”);

2) to separate compounds of equal weight (e.g.  male-female relationships);
3) to set off prefixes of words beginning with the prefixes well- , all-, self-, and ex- (e.g. “all-purpose,” “ex-wife,” well-informed,” and “self-centered”);
4) to separate some compound nouns (e.g. mother-in-law”) or to set off prefixes before a proper noun or adjective (e.g. “all-American);
5) to separate numbers from twenty-one to ninety-nine.
DIRECTIONS:  Circle and hyphenate any words that require hyphens in the following sentences.

1. In the brilliant daylight, the man’s eyes squinted involuntarily, causing him to look older than his fifty five years.

2. Although many stores sell alcoholic beverages, few tolerate on premise consumption.

3. The long awaited film finally made its debut.

4. Your dog is well known in the neighborhood.

5. The Moche were a pre Columbian people in ancient Peru.

6. Zola’s first readers were scandalized by his slice of life novels.

7. Gold is the seventy ninth element in the periodic table.

8. Dmitri did fifty push ups in two minutes and then collapsed.

9. One quarter of the class signed up for the debate.

10. Where would you be without self discipline?  

ANSWERS

1. In the brilliant daylight, the man’s eyes squinted involuntarily, causing him to look older than his fifty-five years.

2. Although many stores sell alcoholic beverages, few tolerate on-premise consumption.

3. The long-awaited film finally made its debut.

4. Your dog is well-known in the neighborhood.

5. The Moche were a pre-Columbian people in ancient Peru.

6. Zola’s first readers were scandalized by his slice-of-life novels.

7. Gold is the seventy-ninth element in the periodic table.

8. Dmitri did fifty push-ups in two minutes and then collapsed.

9. Correct

10. Where would you be without self-discipline?  

