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Fragments
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NAME ____________________________CLASS/ INSTRUCTOR __________________________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON:  Fragments are sentence errors that involve phrases or subordinate clauses that are treated as sentences.  They begin with a capital letter and end with a period, or they are separated from the main part of the sentence with a semicolon.  As common as they are, fragments are usually unacceptable in academic and professional writing.  To correct a sentence fragment, attach it to a nearby sentence, or turn it into a sentence.  To be a sentence, a word group must consist of at least one full independent clause; an independent clause contains a subject and a verb, and it either stands alone or could stand alone.

Some fragments are intentional.  Skillful writers use them for emphasis, for answers to questions, for transitions, for exclamations, and for advertising jingles.  Since writers and readers do not always agree on when fragments are intentional, it is always safer to write n complete sentences.
DIRECTIONS:  Identify and correct any sentence fragments which appear in the test items listed below.  Some word groups may already be correct.

1. Porfirio will reveal his sculpture tonight.  At the art show where the exhibition is being held.  

2. I slept on the couch.  While waiting for the news broadcast patiently.

3. Pilar lost her voice.  By shouting and screaming and jumping up and down like a mad women.

4. Leaving Virginian Beach was the best part of our visit there.  Richmond, Manassas, and Norfolk were no better.

5. Not for all the tea in China.  I won’t do it.

6. Li-Fang was excited about returning to Taiwan.  But was also somewhat apprehensive.

7. Thirty million lottery tickets were purchased in Florida this week.  The largest number coming from Dade County and Metro Miami.

8. I categorically refuse to abide by these ridiculous rules.  Whether you like it or not.

9. Some people are easily motivated.  While others, stubborn and hardheaded at times, seem to be impossible to motivate.

10. Smokers continue to endanger their health, refusing to break the habit.  Even when it is for their own good.

ANSWERS

1. Porfirio will reveal his sculpture tonight at the art show where the exhibition is being held.  

2. I slept on the couch while waiting for the news broadcast patiently.

3. Pilar lost her voice by shouting and screaming and jumping up and down like a mad women.

4. Correct

5. I won’t do it for all the tea in China. 
6. Li-Fang was excited about returning to Taiwan but was also somewhat apprehensive.

7. Thirty million lottery tickets were purchased in Florida this week, the largest number coming from Dade County and Metro Miami.

8. I categorically refuse to abide by these ridiculous rules whether you like it or not.

9. Some people are easily motivated, while others, stubborn and hardheaded at times, seem to be impossible to motivate.

10. Smokers continue to endanger their health, refusing to break the habit even when it is for their own good.

