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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #65-1
Faulty Predication:  is when…, is where…, and reason… is because
UWF WRITING LAB’S GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME ____________________________CLASS/ INSTRUCTOR __________________________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON:  Is when and is where should not be used to introduce an explanation or a definition.  Use is when only to introduce a statement of time (Eight o’clock is when this class begins).  Use is where only to introduce a place (Tallahassee, Florida is where I was born).
Incorrect:  In baseball, a balk is where a pitcher makes an illegal move.

Correct:  In baseball, a balk is an illegal move made by a pitcher.

Incorrect:
Plagiarism is when a writer presents the thoughts and ideas of another writer as his own.

Correct:
Plagiarism is presenting the thoughts and ideas of another as your own.

MINI-LESSON:  A statement containing the reason is preferably followed by a that clause, not a because clause.  In formal writing, avoid this form of faulty predication.  Because customarily introduces adverb clauses, and is and was are linking verbs.  Therefore, the word following the linking verb should be the equivalent of a noun (a noun clause introduced by that).

Incorrect:
The reason he resigned is because he had never received a promotion.

Correct:
The reason he resigned is that he had never received a promotion.

DIRECTIONS:  Rewrite any of the following sentences that contain faulty predication.  Write “C” next to sentences that are already correct.
1. The reason Mr. Davenport left his teaching job is because he experienced teacher burnout.
2. Depression is when a person has a mood of helplessness and a feeling of inadequacy.
3. Prejudice is an adverse opinion without just grounds.

4. The reason Susan failed to win, place, or show is that the horse broke his leg.
5. An examination is when you are tested on what you know.
6. A documentary is when a movie analyzes news events or social conditions.

7. The reason I am late is because there was a wreck on the three-mile bridge.

8. Dramatic irony is when the audience shares with the author knowledge of which a character is ignorant.

9. March is when Spring Break is usually scheduled, and Panama City is where most college students go.
10. The reason the bank cannot lend her money is because she has no credit history.
The answers for these questions are on the next page.
ANSWERS

1. The reason Mr. Davenport left his teaching job is that he experienced teacher burnout.

2. Depression is a mood of helplessness and a feeling of inadequacy.

3. C

4. C
5. An examination is a test of what you know.
6. A documentary is a movie that analyzes news events or social conditions.

7. The reason I am late is that there was a wreck on the three-mile bridge.

8. Dramatic irony is the audience’s sharing with the author knowledge of which a character is ignorant.

9. C
10. The reason the bank cannot lend her money is that she has no credit history.

