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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #62
DICTION:  a and an
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES
Name_________________ Class/Instructor ________________ Score ________________

MINI-LESSON:  The articles a and an are often misused.  Usage depends on sound.  Use a before words or letters with an initial consonant sound;  use an before words or letters with an initial vowel sound.

a federal agent

an FBI agent


a master’s degree
            an MBA degree


a historical occasion

an honorary doctorate degree


a university


an umpire

DIRECTIONS:  Place the correct word in the blank:  a or an.

1. ___ egoist and ​​​​___ hedonist.


18.  ​​​___ heir to the throne

2. ___ usual occurrence



19.  ___ hymn

3. ___ unusual occurrence



20.  ___ historian

4. ___ U.S. ambassador 



21.  ___ honest politician

5. ___ X-rated movie




22.  ___ hospital

6. ___ MTV video




23.  ___ hotel

7. ___ UNCF contribution



24.  ___ unique shirt

8. ___ OPEC decision




25.  ___ understanding

9. ___ SALT agreement

10.  ___ honors class
11.  ___ automobile ( ___ convertible)

12.  ___ exception to the rule

13.  ___ young adult

14.  ___ union

15.  ___ eggplant

16.  ___ official document

17.  ___ occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge

ANSWERS

1. an, a
2. a
3. an
4. a
5. an
6. an
7. a
8. an
9. a
10. an
11. an
12. an
13. a
14. a
15. an
16. an
17. an
18. an
19. a
20. a
21. an
22. a
23. a
24. a
25. an
