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COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #61
DICTION:  Their, There and They’re; To, Too and Two; and Your and You’re
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES
Name_________________ Class/Instructor ________________ Score ________________

MINI-LESSON:  There, their and they’re.
There is an expletive and an adverb of place.

Correct:  There are over one hundred applicants on file.

Correct:  I think we should put the couch over there.

There is a possessive pronoun.

Correct:  They are proud of their heritage.

They’re is a contraction for they are. 

Correct:  They’re proud of their heritage.
When spoken, their, their, and they’re sound similar, so careless writers tend to confuse the spelling.

MINI-LESSON:  To, too and two.

To is a preposition used to introduce prepositional and infinitive phrases.
Correct:  There is a real readiness on the part of Congress to listen to American citizens.

Too is an adverb meaning “also” or “very.”
Correct:  Most of us think our taxes are too high, too.
Two is the spelling for the cardinal number “2.”  

Correct:  Give me two beers.

When spoken, to, too, and two sound similar, so careless writers tend to confuse the 

spelling.  

MINI-LESSNON:  Your and you’re.
Your is the possessive form of you.

Correct:  Your incredulous stories amaze me.

You’re is the contraction for you are.
Correct:  You’re supposed to send an editorial to the newspaper.

When spoken, your, and you’re sound similar, so careless writers tend to confuse the

spelling.

DIRECTIONS:  Correct any diction errors in the underlined words in the sentences below.  Write “C” if the sentence contains no diction error.

1.  After we left the theater, we went too the casino.

2.  I can’t believe that your still telling you’re tired old lies.

3.  Mike and Becky went too the store two get to sodas.

4.  The too principal reasons for delays of the Concord jets are mechanical failure and 

weather.

5.  Mr. Roberts, Pulitzer Prize winner, stated that they’re to many writers who write only 

for money.

6.  Pharaoh was unaware that their were to many frogs in Egypt.
7.  In spite of the cast on my leg, I, to, got up and danced at there party.

8.  McDonald’s says there are seven spices in its beefy patty on a sesame seed bun.

9.  Sometimes it is more difficult too tell the truth than to lie.

10.  You’re still the one who makes me smile.
ANSWERS
1.  After we left the theater, we went to the casino.

2.  I can’t believe that you’re still telling your tired old lies.

3.  Mike and Becky went to the store to get two sodas.

4.  The two principal reasons for delays of the Concord jets are mechanical failure and 

weather.

5.  Mr. Roberts, Pulitzer Prize winner, stated that there are too many writers who write only for money.

6.  Pharaoh was unaware that there were too many frogs in Egypt.

7.  In spite of the cast on my leg, I, too, got up and danced at their party.

8.  C
9.  Sometimes it is more difficult to tell the truth than to lie.

10.  C
