COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #60
Diction:  Then and Than 
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

Name_________________ Class/Instructor______________ Score_________

Mini Lesson:  Than is a subordinating conjunction used in making comparisons.
Correct:  Ima Goodwriter is a better writer than I.

Then is an adverb of time or a conjunctive adverb meaning “consequently” or “therefore.”

Correct:  The cashier rang up our sale; then he gave us our change.

When spoken rapidly and without stress, than and then sound similar, so careless writers tend to confuse the spelling.
DIRECTIONS: Correct any diction errors in the underlined words in the sentences below.  Write “C” if the sentence contains no diction error.
1.  Jane Bailey told the lawyer that she would rather go to court then drop the law suit.

2.  Joe said he would sponsor the dance; then he left town with all the ticket money.

3.  The beauty contestant who was more beautiful then the other girls was a male.

4. My hometown is different then it used to be.

5.  John Madden says that Miller Lite has fewer calories and is less filling then other beers.

6.  My son receives more telephone calls then I do.

7.  The new dormitories are larger then the old ones.

8.  He did his research; than he wrote his report.

9.  When we were kids, my friend Elaine had prettier clothes then I did.  I really envied her than.
10.  Mike thought he was better then the rest of us, but than he got lowest grade on the grammar test.

ANSWERS

1.  Jane Bailey told the lawyer that she would rather go to court than drop the law suit.

2.  C
3.  The beauty contestant who was more beautiful than the other girls was a male.

4. My hometown is different than it used to be.

5.  John Madden says that Miller Lite has fewer calories and is less filling than other beers.

6.  My son receives more telephone calls than I do.

7.  The new dormitories are larger than the old ones.

8.  He did his research; then he wrote his report.

9.  When we were kids, my friend Elaine had prettier clothes than I did.  I really envied her then.

10.  Mike thought he was better than the rest of us, but then he got lowest grade on the grammar test.

