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Adjectives and Adverbs with Linking/Sense Verbs
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MINI-LESSON: A linking verb is one of the links, or connects, a subject and its compliment: He is lucky (adjective complement). The verbs most often used as linking verbs are forms of be and verbs associated with our five senses (look, sound, smell, feel, taste), as well as a few others (appear, seem, become, grow, turn, prove, remain). But some of these verbs may or may not be linking, depending on their meaning in the sentence. When the word after the verb modifies the subject, the verb is linking and the word should be an adjective. When the word modifies the verb, however, the modifier should be an adverb. 
Examples:
The evidence proved conclusive. [Adjective conclusive modifies evidence.]

The evidence proved conclusively that the defendant was guilty. [Adverb conclusively modifies proved.]

DIRECTIONS: In the following sentences, circle the correct modifier.

1. The air smells (fresh/freshly) before the traffic gets heavy.
2. Mr. Morse looked very (sympathetic/sympathetically) as he listened to my troubles.
3. Mr. Morse looked very (sympathetic/sympathetically) at me as he listened to my troubles.
4. I make an effort to drive by the bakery because everything smells so (delicious/deliciously).

5. One of those wide-brimmed hats looked (good/well) on you.
6. The popcorn tasted so (good/well) that we couldn’t resist it.
7. As the questions continued, the lecturer sounded more and more (impatient/impatiently).
8. The plans looked (beautiful/beautifully) on paper, but progress has been slow.

9. Although the doctor told me I looked (good/well), I didn’t really feel very (good/well).
10. Don’t feel too (bad/badly) about not winning the competition; you can try again next year.
ANSWERS

1. fresh

2. sympathetic

3. sympathetically

4. delicious

5. good

6. good

7. impatient

8. beautiful

9. Either answer is correct for both.

10. bad

