COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #58
Diction: Principal and Principle
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MINI-LESSON:
Principal is both a noun and an adjective. As a noun, it means “head or chief person” (principal of a school) or a “sum of money owed on which interest is owed” (the principal versus the interest on the mortgage). As an adjective, principal means “main” or “most important” (the principal causes of the accident).

Principle is a noun meaning “a moral standard,” “rule,” “axiom,” “basic truth,” or “a natural law.”

DIRECTIONS: Place the correct word in the blank: principal, principals, principle, or principles.

1.
Values such as respect and honesty are ___________ people live by.

2.
The school superintendent holds a monthly meeting with all high school _______________.

3.
She acted on _____________, not on common sense.

4.
The ​​​​​​________________ actors in the movie Father’s Day are Robin Williams and Billy Crystal.

5.
The ______________ expelled the student for three ________________ reasons.

6.
At Martinez, Hall & Associates, our _______________ concern is the customer.

7.
The _______________ parts of the verb write are write, writing, wrote, and (have) written.

8.
The mayor’s _______________ concern was the ​​​​​​​​​______________ of the matter.

9.
Martin Luther King, Jr. fought for the __________________of nonviolence.

10.
The _____________ difficulty in our department is finding enough employees who believe in the ________________ of “working hard for no money.”

11.
Thomas Jefferson said, “In matters of _______________, stand like a rock; in matters of taste, swim with the current.”

12.
The value of a _____________ is the number of things it will explain.

ANSWERS

1. principles

2. principals

3. principle or principles

4. principal

5. principal, principal

6. principal

7. principal

8. principal, principle

9. principle or principles

10. principal or principle

11. principle

12. principle

