COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #57-1
DICTION: Lead and Led, Loose and Lose
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Mini-Lesson:
Lead (pronounced leed) is the infinitive of the verb meaning “to go first.” Its principal parts are lead, leads, leading, led, and (have) led.

We were led (not lead) to believe that the defendant was innocent.

The homonym for led is a noun:

The lead (not led) in this pencil is dull.

Lose and loose are often confused. Lose is a verb with the principal parts lose, loses, losing, lost, and (have) lost. Loose is an adjective meaning “not securely fastened or tightened” or “free from restraint.”

If we lose the game, we will not play in the championship.
There is a loose screw in this chair.

DIRECTIONS:  Select the correct word for use in the following sentences.

1. The pencil lead / led is located in the desk drawer.

2. Do no loose / lose the study sheet.

3. The loose / lose nail caused the structure to wobble.

4. He lead / led the way to the nearest exit.

5. When it comes to high grades, Sylvia leads / lead the class.

6. In fact, she has always lead / led the class academically.

7. If you loose / lose the book, you will have nothing from which to study.

8. The animals, when let loose / lose from their cages, ran free.

9. Lead / led poisoning is a serious condition which should not go untreated.

10. She had lead / led the group of tourists through the roughest terrain.

ANSWERS

1. lead
2. lose
3. loose
4. led
5. leads
6. led 
7. lose
8. loose
9. Lead
10. led 
