COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #56-1
DICTION:  Kind of and Sort of; Could of, Should of, and Would of

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Class / Instructor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Score _ _ _ _ _ _ _

MINI-LESSON:
In informal speech, kind of and sort of are often used as adverbs meaning “rather; somewhat; almost”:

I’m kind of (or sort of) depressed about my grade in English.

In written English, the appropriate form is as follows:

I’m somewhat (or rather) depressed about my grade in English.

Kind of and sort of are correctly used preceding nouns, not adjectives:

I enjoy watching this kind of movie.

This is my favorite sort of dessert.

Could of, should of, and would of are verb-preposition combinations which are nonstandard written forms for the verb combinations could have, should have, and would have. The contraction ‘ve (for have), because of its pronunciation, is sometimes carelessly written of in contracted forms like could’ve (not could of).

He could’ve (could have) been accepted to any college he desired.

I should’ve (should have) started studying for the exam weeks ago.

She would’ve (would have) called, but the phone line was down.

DIRECTIONS:
Correct the diction errors in the following sentences. Some sentences may already be correct.
1. I am kind of worried about the midterm exam.

2. That sort of sweater looks good with jeans.

3. This kind of novel is extremely depressing.

4. He could of told you he was going to be late.

5. Darcy should’ve been informed of the meeting.

6. We would of taken him had we known your car was full.

7. She is the kind of teacher who gives a lot of homework.

8. We were sort of disappointed with the cast’s performance.

9. As a freshman, you should’ve taken fewer courses.

10. You look kind of bewildered.

ANSWERS

1. I am somewhat or rather worried about the midterm exam.

2. Correct

3. Correct

4. He could have told you he was going to be late.

5. Correct

6. We would have taken him had we known your car was full.

7. Correct

8. We were somewhat or rather disappointed with the cast’s performance.

9. Correct

10. You look somewhat or rather bewildered.
