COMPOSITION MINI LESSON #55-1

DICTION:  in regards to, imply versus infer, irregardless, hopefully,  and  due to the fact that.
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MIN-LESSONS SERIES

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Class / Instructor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Score _ _ _ _ _ _

MINI-LESSONS:  In regards to is nonstandard English.  Careful writers use in regard or with regard to.  

Imply means “to hint, indicate, or suggest”; infer means “to derive or conclude from evidence.”

I inferred from his record that he was a poor driver.

The manager implied that I would be receiving a raise.

Irregardless, though often heard, is not considered good usage and should be avoided in writing.  The ending –less gives regardless a negative meaning:  “without regard to.”  Adding the prefix ir- makes a double negative.

We will have the picnic regardless (not irregardless) of the weather.

Hopefully as an adverb means “in a hopeful manner.”  Careful writers and speakers avoid using hopefully as a sentence modifier.  

Questionable:  Hopefully, we will pass the test.  (Did we pass the test in a hopeful manner?)           









                                 Better:  We hope we passed the test.





                Preferred Usage:  The children waited hopefully for arrival of Santa Claus.  (The children waited in a hopeful manner.)

Due to the fact that is a wordy way of saying because.  

I was late because (not due to the fact that) my car would not start.

DIRECTIONS:  Correct the diction errors in the following sentences.  Some sentences may already be correct.

1.  In regards to your letter of complaint, I have composed a memo to the staff.

2.  She placed a phone call with regard to the memo.

3.  She inferred that she wanted a ring for her birthday.

4.  I infer from your report that you are not happy with the company’s performance.

5.  Irregardless of the circumstances, the show must go on.

6.  She hopefully awaited the results of the test.

7.  Hopefully, Dana will get the managerial position.

8.  She turned in her paper late due to the fact that her dog had eaten the first draft.

9.  Ms.  Hixon implied that Don would leave the Writing Lab staff.

10.  Hopefully, I will pass this test.

ANSWERS

1.  In regard to your letter of complaint, I have composed a memo to the staff.

2.  Correct
3.  She implied that she wanted a ring for her birthday.

4.  Correct
5.  Regardless of the circumstances, the show must go on.

6.  She hopefully awaited the results of the test.

7.  Dana hopes she will get the managerial position OR We hope that Dana gets the managerial position.

8.  She turned in her paper late because her dog had eaten the first draft.

9.  Correct
10.  I hope I will pass this test.

