COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #4
Adjectives and Adverbs with Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_______________ CLASS / INSTRUCTOR____________ SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON: Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns. Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. A transitive verb is one that requires an object to complete its meaning in the sentence; an intransitive verb requires no object. If the direct object of a verb is followed by a word that modifies the verb, that word must be an adverb. If, in contrast, the direct object is followed by a word that modifies the object itself (an object compliment), that word must be an adjective.
Examples:
The evidence proved conclusively that the defendant was guilty. [Adverb conclusively modifies proved.]


She repeated the words angrily. [Adverb angrily modifies repeated.]


Campus politics made Martin angry [adjective angry modifies Martin.]

DIRECTIONS: In the following sentences, circle the correct modifier.

1. During the first ten minutes of exercise, participants should move (slow/slowly).

2. The awesome lightning forked (crazy/crazily) across the sky.

3. My old car has been running (good/well) since I had it overhauled.

4. We will have to proceed very (careful/carefully) over these ice-coated cobblestones.

5. Mrs. Preston looked (sad/sadly) at the departing plane.

6. The number of people expecting the government to give them financial security has gone up (considerable/considerably). 

7. Most people drive too (careless/carelessly) most of the time.

8. One-way streets can cause accidents very (easy/easily) if drivers don’t notice the warning signs.

9. Dad seemed pleased that we had cleaned up the garage so (good/well).

10. The elevator doors closed so (sudden/suddenly) that they almost caught the child’s arm.

11. I (sure/surely) was shocked by his confession.

12. You (sure/surely) do look good today.

13. From the balcony, the tourists can hear very (clear/clearly) the noises of the neighborhood.

14. The dietitian stated, “Taste the soup (good/well) before you add more salt.”
ANSWERS
1. slowly

2. crazily

3. well

4. carefully

5. sadly

6. considerably

7. carelessly

8. easily

9. well

10. suddenly

11. surely

12. surely

13. clearly

14. well

