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Composition Mini-Lesson #47
Comparisons: Illogical, Ambiguous, and Incomplete

UWF Writing Lab’s 101 Grammar Worksheet Series

MINI-LESSON: Illogical comparisons occur when two unlike things are compared.

Example: My cooking is as good as Mom.

Here we are comparing my cooking to my mom, and there is no basis for comparison. 

Correct: My cooking is as good as Mom’s cooking.

Ambiguous comparisons occur when the sentence does not make clear what two things are being compared.

Example:  Dad likes my cooking better than Mom.

The sentence is unclear as to what is being compared. Are we saying that Dad like my cooking better than Mom does, or are we saying that Dad likes my cooking better than he likes Mom?

Correct: Dad likes my cooking better than Mom does.


  Dad likes my cooking better than he likes Mom.

Incomplete comparisons simply have part of the comparison missing.

Example:  I like chocolate so much. 

Correct:    I like chocolate so much that I won’t eat anything else.

Example:  He is the smartest man.

Correct:    He is the smartest man I know.

DIRECTIONS:  In the sentences below, correct any illogical, ambiguous, or incomplete comparisons.  If the sentence is correct, write correct in the space provided.
1. I was so happy to see everyone together.
2. Americans have lower test scores than Japan.

3. He got so mad that he threw a vase across the room.

4. We installed more sophisticated stereo equipment.
5. I was so sad all of a sudden.
6. Mike likes the car better than Stacey. 

7. Jamal’s clothes look better than Roger. 

8. Faulkner’s sentences are longer than Hemingway. 

9. I like Steve better than Rhonda does. 

10. We have more food today. 
The answers are on the next page. 
ANSWERS

1. I was so happy to see everyone together that I nearly jumped for joy.
2. Americans have lower test scores than the Japanese.

3. Correct
4. We installed more sophisticated stereo equipment than our neighbors did.

5. I was so sad all of a sudden that I almost cried.
6. Mike likes the car better than Stacey does. or Mike likes the car better than he likes Stacey.
7. Jamal’s clothes look better than Roger’s. 

8. Faulkner’s sentences are longer than Hemingway’s. 

9. Correct 
10. We have more food today than we had yesterday. 

