COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #46

Comparisons: Omission of as, other, any and else
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MINI-LESSON:
Do not omit as when making a point of equal or superior comparison—as…as.

Example: This brand of coffee is as good or better than the other brand.

Correct: This brand of coffee is as good as or better than the other brand.

Do no omit other, any, or else when comparing one thing or person with a group of which it/he/she is a part.

Example: James is taller than anyone in his class. 

Example: Melanie cooks better than any person I know.

James is a member of his class. Can he be taller than himself?

Melanie is a person whom I know. Can she cook better than herself?

Correct: James is taller than anyone else in his class.

Correct: Melanie cooks better than any other person I know.

Using the superlative is also an acceptable way to correct these types of sentences.

Example: James is the tallest boy in his class.

Example: Melanie is the best cook I know.

DIRECTIONS:
In the sentences below, add as, other, any, or else where necessary. If the sentence contains no errors, write correct in the space provided.

1. Dr. Caballero is smarter than any person I know.

2. Sea World is as exciting if not more so than Disney World.

3. I hope to be as tall, if not taller than, my big brother.

4. Robin and Joe were more eager to spend a few weeks with the Irish than any people because Joe grew up in Ireland.

5. They thought this hotel was as agreeable, if not more agreeable than, any other hotel they had stayed in.

6. Somewhere, a stereo played music as soft as summer outdoors.

7. Shalonda writes better than anyone in her class.

8. New Hampshire’s Mount Washington is higher than any mountain in New England.

9. My grandmother is the oldest person I know.

10.  I’m hoping to do as well, if not better than, Erica on the exam.

ANSWERS

1. Dr. Caballero is smarter than any other person I know.

2. Sea World is as exciting as if not more so than Disney World.

3. I hope to be as tall as, if not taller than, my big brother.

4. Robin and Joe were more eager to spend a few weeks with the Irish than any other people because Joe grew up in Ireland.

5. They thought this hotel was as agreeable as, if not more agreeable than, any other hotel they had stayed in.

6. Correct

7. Shalonda writes better than anyone else in her class.

8. New Hampshire’s Mount Washington is higher than any other mountain in New England.

9. Correct
10.  I’m hoping to do as well as, if not better than, Erica on the exam.

