COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #45

Comparisons: Comparative Versus Superlative Degrees
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MINI-LESSON:
The comparative degree is used in the comparison of two things and is made by adding –er to the word or by using more or less with that word.

Example: Diana is friendlier that Shalonda.

The superlative degree is used in the comparison of three or more things and is made by adding –est to the word or by using most or least with that word.

Example: Of all the people interviewed, Pam is the most qualified for the job.

However, both methods of making a word form its comparative or superlative degree should never be used at the same time.


Example:

Incorrect: Sam is the most tallest person I know.

Correct: Sam is the tallest person I know.

DIRECTIONS:
In the sentences below, decide whether the comparative or superlative degree is used correctly. If it is not, correct the sentence. If there are no comparison problems in the sentence, write correct in the space provided.

1. Of the two girls, Lisa is the prettiest.

2. Of all the puppies in the litter, the one is cuter.

3. This ring is the most beautifulest in the store.

4. David is the smartest boy in his class.

5. This is the most longest book on the reading list.

6. Of the three foods, this one is less likely to give you indigestion.

7. I can’t believe that my little brother is taller than I am.

8. Nothing could have been more easier.

9. Dana swears that she is the nicer of the five sales clerks.

10.  I was hoping for a more pleasanter experience.

ANSWERS

1. Of the two girls, Lisa is the prettier
2. Of all the puppies in the litter, the one is cutest.

3. This ring is the most beautiful in the store.

4. Correct

5. This is the longest book on the reading list.

6. Of the three foods, this one is the least likely to give you indigestion.

7. Correct
8. Nothing could have been easier.

9. Dana swears that she is the nicest of the five sales clerks.

10.  I was hoping for a pleasanter experience.

