COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #44

Conversational English:  Slang, Colloquialisms, etc.

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  Conversational English is “bad English” for academic and professional writing.  Conversational English usually consists of the following:  slang—a style of language characteristic of given localities, age groups, time periods, and cultural and social groups (He’s cool and laid back.); colloquialism—generally the language of everyday speech (kids, great as in a great movie, flunked out, pretty as in pretty good, figured out, and fixing as in fixing to leave); cliché—once colorful expressions that have become trite, uncolorful, and worn out through overuse (tip of the iceberg; crystal clear; there for us; and been there, done that).

DIRECTIONS:  Revise the following sentences by eliminating the slang, clichés, colloquialism, and other informal expressions.  Also, eliminate the use of second person (you) since the usage is also conversational.

1.  Most people should just cool it and get on with their lives.

2.  If my memory serves me correctly, kids used to not talk back to their parents.  Now, kids give their parents a lot of lip.

3.  One of my professors really ticked me off.

4.  One of my buddies hooked me up with a good job.

5.  The protestors were hanging tough.

6.  Adults who hang out all day and don’t bring home the bacon are bad examples.

7.  I’m really into art and drama.

8.  Every year students like me who get tuition loans make fat bankers even fatter.

9.  Everybody looked lost and didn’t seem to have a clue as to what was going on.

10.  Most men like women with a little meat on their bones.
ANSWERS

1.  Most people should just relax and make their lives productive.
2.  From what I remember about earlier eras, children would not enter into debates with their parents. Now, young people argue with their parents.
3.  One of my professors really annoyed me.

4.  One of my buddies gave me some information about a good job.

5. The protestors were persistent.

6. Adults who are not gainfully employed are not exemplary people.  
7.  I enjoy art and drama.

8.  Every year students like me who get tuition loans contribute to bankers getting rich.
9.  Everybody appeared uninformed.
10.  Most men like women who are physically endowed.

