COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #42

Commas with Sentence Tags, Contrasting Elements, and

Words in Direct Address (Vocatives)

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  Use a comma to separate words in direct address.




Kismet, clean up your room.

Use a comma to separate sentence tags from the remainder of the sentence.


No, I won’t write your paper for you.

Use a comma to separate contrasting elements from the rest of the sentence.


It is you, not I, that the instructor is looking for.

DIRECTIONS:  In the following sentences, add or delete commas where necessary.  If the sentence contains no error, write correct in the space provided.

1.  Don did you go to school this morning, or did you skip?

2.  This drink is smooth yet satisfying.

3.  Yes Mark I’ll go to the dance with you.

4.  Henry, not Donna left the refrigerator open.

5.  Shalonda, are you going to town with us?

6.  I told you to do your homework not play video games.

7.  I’ll tell you again, Martha that your answer is incorrect.

8.  No, I haven’t found the missing piece to the puzzle yet.

9.  Unfortunately David you’ll have to take the test again.

10.  No one not even Stella passed the course.
ANSWERS

1.  Don, did you go to school this morning, or did you skip?

2.  This drink is smooth, yet satisfying.

3.  Yes, Mark, I’ll go to the dance with you.

4.  Henry, not Donna, left the refrigerator open.

5. Correct  
6.  I told you to do your homework, not play video games.

7.  I’ll tell you again, Martha, that your answer is incorrect.

8.  Correct
9.  Unfortunately, David, you’ll have to take the test again.

10.  No one, not even Stella, passed the course.

