COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #41

Commas with Sentence Tags, Conjunctive Adverbs, 

Parenthetical Elements and Interrupters
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MINI-LESSON:  Use a comma to separate parenthetical words, phrases, or clauses from the rest of the sentence.  A parenthetical element—an interrupter—is a word or word group that may be omitted without affecting the meaning of the sentence.

EXAMPLE:
We will, of course, expect you to pay the rent.

Use a comma to set off conjunctive adverbs used as interrupters in a sentence.


The car, however, still wasn’t fixed because one of its wheels was missing.

Use a comma to separate tag questions from the rest of the sentence.


You broke the vase, didn’t you?
DIRECTIONS:  In the sentences below, add or delete commas where needed.  If the sentence contains no error, write correct in the space provided.

1.  The meeting on the whole went well.

2.  That night however was the worst night of my life.

3.  You skipped class today, didn’t you?

4.  As time passed, however Tom made many enemies.

5.  The Subaru Justy it seems is very much like the Ford Festiva.

6.  We will of course, honor Dr. Lanier for his great achievement.

7.  We will therefore have to operate.

8.  He has, in fact, been missing for three days.

9.  Michael Jordan in my opinion is the best player in the NBA.

10.  The dog however, lost its bone in the fight.
ANSWERS

1.  The meeting, on the whole, went well.

2.  That night, however, was the worst night of my life.

3.  Correct
4.  As time passed, however, Tom made many enemies.

5.  The Subaru Justy, it seems, is very much like the Ford Festiva.

6.  We will, of course, honor Dr. Lanier for his great achievement.

7.  We will, therefore, have to operate.

8.  Correct
9.  Michael Jordan, in my opinion, is the best player in the NBA.

10.  The dog, however, lost its bone in the fight.

