COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #39

Commas with Quotations

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  Use a comma to separate a direct quotation from its identifying tag.


General Douglas Macarthur said, “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.”


“I greet you at the beginning of a great career,” Emerson said to Thoreau.


“I greet you,” Emerson said to Thoreau, “at the beginning of a great career.”

Note:  Commas and periods are always placed inside the closing quotation marks.


“America the Beautiful” replaced “The Star Spangled Banner,” which no one could sing.


Martha’s favorite short stories are “The Bear,” “Barn Burning,” and “Winter Dreams.”

Do not use a comma to separate quoted material that is the subject, object, or compliment of a verb.


All I can say is “Waste not, want not.”

DIRECTIONS:  Add commas wherever necessary.  If no comma or commas are needed, write correct next to the sentence.

1.  “The reports of my death” Mark Twain remarked “have been greatly exaggerated.”

2.  Nikita Khrushchev, former Soviet premier, said “We will bury you!”

3.  The professor remarked “It’s amazing that so many students get a college education and are totally unaffected by it.”

4.  “I intend to be there early” she said.

5.  “What is lost” she asked “if students can improve their grades by rewriting every paper?”

6.  “I’ll never forgive you” were her last dying words.

7.  “Those Winter Sundays” “Mending Wall” and “The Road Not Taken” are Ron’s favorite poems.

8.  “Get out of my life” she said coldly.

9.  The chapters “Quotation Marks” “Commas” and “Punctuation” in Learn Grammar the Fun Way have helped me in Comp I.

10.  Are you “cool” “square” or “far out”?

ANSWERS

1.  “The reports of my death,” Mark Twain remarked, “have been greatly exaggerated.”

2.  Nikita Khrushchev, former Soviet premier, said, “We will bury you!”

3.  The professor remarked, “It’s amazing that so many students get a college education and are totally unaffected by it.”

4.  “I intend to be there early,” she said.

5.  “What is lost,” she asked, “if students can improve their grades by rewriting every paper?”

6.  Correct
7.  “Those Winter Sundays,” “Mending Wall,” and “The Road Not Taken,” are Ron’s favorite poems.

8.  “Get out of my life,” she said coldly.

9.  The chapters “Quotation Marks,” “Commas,” and “Punctuation,” in Learn Grammar the Fun Way have helped me in Comp I.

10.  Are you “cool,” “square,” or “far out”?

