COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #37

Commas with Introductory Elements

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  Use a comma to set off introductory elements (words, phrases, and dependent clauses) from the rest of the sentence.

INTRODUCTORY WORDS


Usually, practice makes perfect.


Ordinarily, a comma follows introductory phrases and words.

INTRODUCTORY PHRASES


Thinking that this might be his last chance, Scott struggled toward the North Pole.


To win fame, he gave up his friends and left home.


At Buena Costa, the apartments are all unfurnished.
Note:  Even if the introductory phrase is short, it is often better to set it off from the sentence, especially if omitting the comma would cause conclusion.


To Steve Allen was a very friendly person.  (Unclear without a comma)


To Steve, Allen was a very friendly person.  (Clear)

If in doubt, use a comma to set off introductory phrases.

INTRODUCTORY DEPENDENT CLAUSES


If I go, I plan to leave early.


While working in the mines, Paul longed for a better life.

Note:  When an independent clause falls at the end of a sentence, a comma does not usually separate it from the independent clause.


The roof leaks whenever it rains hard.

Note:  Some phrases at the beginning of a sentence are not introductory and should be set off with a comma.


Under the house are some Mason jars.

DIRECTIONS:  Add commas wherever necessary.  If no comma or commas are needed, write correct next to the sentence.

1.  At the conclusion of his speech Professor Jones touched on politics.

2.  Cramped in their small barracks the men often fought and bickered among themselves.

3.  Since minds are extremely diverse no single teaching method will suffice.

4.  In May April and June are going on vacation.

5.  Of course any plan that is enacted must be fair.

6.  Communicating would be easy if there were only one language.

7.  Indeed the hurricane damage was worse than we had feared.

8.  Out of this domestic chaos emerged a placid and resolute truce.

9.  If we can go hear Prince I will accompany you to the spa afterwards.

10.  Laughing out loud can release tension.

11.  Surprisingly the U.S. Constitution is a very smart document.

12.  Although she knows everybody hates a quitter Dorothy wants to quit drinking.

13.  While he was waiting for his income tax return the young student quietly starved.

14.  When you have finished shredding this set of papers start on the other one.

15.  Near the Writing Lab Selena found several crumpled handouts. 

ANSWERS

1.  At the conclusion of his speech, Professor Jones touched on politics.

2.  Cramped in their small barracks, the men often fought and bickered among themselves.

3.  Since minds are extremely diverse, no single teaching method will suffice.

4.  In May, April and June are going on vacation.

5.  Of course, any plan that is enacted must be fair.

6.  Correct
7.  Indeed, the hurricane damage was worse than we had feared.

8.  Correct
9.  If we can go hear Prince, I will accompany you to the spa afterwards.

10.  Correct
11.  Surprisingly, the U.S. Constitution is a very smart document.

12.  Although she knows everybody hates a quitter, Dorothy wants to quit drinking.

13.  While he was waiting for his income tax return, the young student quietly starved.

14.  When you have finished shredding this set of papers, start on the other one.

15.  Near the Writing Lab, Selena found several crumpled handouts. 

