COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #36

Commas with Degrees and Titles

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  A comma separates initials, degrees, or titles from a name and from the rest of the sentence.


Monica Wu, Ph.D., is holding office hours today.


Charles, Prince of Wales, is now divorced.

Note:  A pair of commas is used in the above examples because the titles are parenthetical.

If the title or degree precedes the name, no comma is needed.


Dr. Greg Lanier is chair of the English and Foreign Languages Department.
No comma is needed between a name and I, II, and so on.


Queen Elizabeth II


Jimmy Williams II

Usage is divided on how to separate Jr. from the name and the sentence.  Jr. may be seen as a restrictive title.


Hank Williams Jr. had tears in his beer.

Or only one comma is needed to separate Jr. from the proper name.


Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in 1968.

Or Jr. can be seen as parenthetical.


Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated in 1968.

DIRECTIONS:  Add commas wherever necessary.  If no comma or commas are needed, write correct next to the sentence.

1.  Winslow Thunder Ph.D. answers all trivia questions.

2.  Thurston Howell III could have bought his way off Gilligan’s Island.

3.  The commencement speaker was Juliet Brown Ph.D.

4.  Marvin Ell professor of physics ruined his lovingly prepared notes.

5.  Professor R. B. Cooper will give a course in Asian geography next semester.

6.  James Smart Ph.D. and Harry Mensa M.D. are members of the Board of Regents.

7.  Sammy Davis Jr. was my favorite entertainer.

8.  Dr. Hauck claims old professors never die; they just lose their faculties.

9.  Robert Allen Smith III gave his son the same name.

10.  Merriwether Benson former president of Acquisition Company had been appointed to the Commission.

ANSWERS

1.  Winslow Thunder, Ph.D., answers all trivia questions.

2.  Correct
3.  The commencement speaker was Juliet Brown, Ph.D.

4.  Marvin Ell, professor of physics, ruined his lovingly prepared notes.

5.  Correct
6.  James Smart, Ph.D., and Harry Mensa, M.D., are members of the Board of Regents.

7.  Sammy Davis, Jr. was my favorite entertainer. or , Jr., or Correct
8.  Correct
9.  Correct
10.  Merriwether Benson, former president of Acquisition Company, had been appointed to the Commission.

