COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #35

Commas with Dates and Geographic Units

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR________________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON:  Use a comma to separate successive items in a date or address from the rest of the sentence.  Within a sentence, a comma follows the last element of a date or address:


The space shuttle Challenger was launched on August 30, 1983, from Cape Canaveral.

Send all requests to Maggie Fuller, 725 Cox Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 64230, before March 1.

Detroit, Michigan, is known as the “Motor City.”

If a date is used as an adjective, do not place a comma after the year:


The December 7, 1841 bombing of Pearl Harbor is an event that will live in infamy.

No comma is necessary if only the month and day are used:


June 6 is the day on which the Allied Forces invaded France during World War II.

If only the month and year are used, the comma is optional:


The National Family Reunion will be held in July 1999 (OR July, 1999).

DIRECTIONS:  Add commas wherever necessary.  If no comma or commas are needed, write correct next to the sentence.

1.  The convoy reached Brussels Belgium on November 8 1942.

2.  The fireworks display on July 4 may be viewed from the roof of the Marine Terminal.

3.  Laredo Texas is the best place for tamales.

4.  Lillian Hellmann can be reached at Hamma Publishing Company 105 Park Avenue New York New York 10261 if you need to set up a conference call.

5.  The March 27 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens eventually killed thirty people.

6.  We found letters dating from as early as July 15 1887 from relatives long dead.

7.  July 5 1990 is the date for the Progress “90” celebration.

8.  Roland Carrington’s address is 120 Pinnacle Drive Beverly Hills California 94605.

9.  The population of Portland Oregon is much larger than that of Portland Maine.

10.  She attended class at UWF for the last time on May 15 1979.

11.  Paxton Florida is the home of the Mighty Bobcats.

12.  The February 29 1989 deadline seems too soon.

13.  The Garcias departed from Mexico City on April 15.

14.  Mobile Alabama was selected as the homeport for two destroyers and two frigates.

15.  The police discovered that the call was made on September 28 1985 from Des Moines Iowa.

ANSWERS

1.  The convoy reached Brussels, Belgium, on November 8, 1942.

2.  Correct
3.  Laredo, Texas, is the best place for tamales.

4.  Lillian Hellmann can be reached at Hamma Publishing Company, 105 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10261, if you need to set up a conference call.

5.  The March 27, 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens eventually killed thirty people.

6.  We found letters dating from as early as July 15, 1887, from relatives long dead.

7.  July 5, 1990, is the date for the Progress “90” celebration.

8.  Roland Carrington’s address is 120 Pinnacle Drive, Beverly Hills, California 94605.

9.  The population of Portland, Oregon, is much larger than that of Portland, Maine.

10.  She attended class at UWF for the last time on May 15, 1979.

11.  Paxton, Florida, is the home of the Mighty Bobcats.

12.  The February 29, 1989 deadline seems too soon.

13.  Correct
14.  Mobile, Alabama, was selected as the homeport for two destroyers and two frigates.

15.  The police discovered that the call was made on September 28, 1985, from Des Moines, Iowa.

