COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #33

Comma Splices and Run-on Sentences

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_____________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON:
A comma splice occurs when only a comma separates two complete sentences (independent clauses). A comma splice is not a comma error. A run-on occurs when two complete sentences are fused together without the proper punctuation.

DIRECTIONS:
Identify each of the following sentences as either a comma splice (CS), run-on (RO), or correct (C). Then correct the comma splices and run-ons.

____1. Tom exercised and ate properly he lost twenty pounds.

____2. The music from the stereo upstairs was blaring, it could be heard Emily’s apartment.

____3. You enjoy roller skating, you must try the new rink at Wickman park.

____4. I dread receiving my electric bill this month, I know it will be high.

____5. The car’s tires were worn Harry was afraid to drive to Portland.

____6. When we arrived at the Dupont Plaza Hotel, our room was ready.

____7. The most grueling part of college is studying for examinations.

____8. The Taj Mahal is one of the most beautiful buildings in the world, it was built by Shah Jahan.

____9. My tax accountant is not cheap, however, the amount of tax she saves me is far greater than her fee.

____10. My legs are cold from the draft in the room please close the door.

ANSWERS

__RO_1. Tom exercised and ate properly; he lost twenty pounds.

 _ CS_2. The music from the stereo upstairs was blaring; it could be heard Emily’s apartment.

_ CS_ 3. You enjoy roller skating; you must try the new rink at Wickman park.

_ CS_ 4. I dread receiving my electric bill this month; I know it will be high.

_ RO  5. The car’s tires were worn. Harry was afraid to drive to Portland.

_ C__6. When we arrived at the Dupont Plaza Hotel, our room was ready.

_ C__7. The most grueling part of college is studying for examinations.

_CS_8. The Taj Mahal is one of the most beautiful buildings in the world; it was built by Shah Jahan.

_CS_9. My tax accountant is not cheap; however, the amount of tax she saves me is far greater than her fee.

_RO_10. My legs are cold from the draft in the room. Please close the door.

Any sentence where a semicolon is used, a period and capitalizing the first word of the second sentence is also acceptable. 

