COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #24

Capitalization of Personal Names, Nicknames, Animal’s Names, Hyphenated Proper Names, Familial Names, and Personification

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSON SERIES

NAME_____________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR______________________SCORE________

Mini-Lesson:
Capitalize personal names, nicknames, and epithets.

Example:
Honest Abe, Michael “Air” Jordan, Ms. Smarty Pants

Capitalize animals’ names if part or all of the name is derived from a proper noun.

Example:
German shepherd, Clydesdale, Doberman pinscher

Do not capitalize if the name is not derived from a proper name.

Example:
pinto, horse, blue jay

Capitalize the first and second word in hyphenated proper names.

Example:
Through the Looking-Glass, My So-Called Life

Do not capitalize the second word in hyphenated words if it is not as important as the first word.

Example:
“How to Apply Make-up”

Capitalize name of relationships which form part of our substitute for proper names.

Example:
I remember how Dad used to take us shopping, Uncle James

Do not capitalize names of relationships preceded by a possessive word.

Example:
my mother, the father of my friend, Linda’s brother

Capitalize personifications.

Example:
Mother Nature, Old Man Winter, Father Time

Correct any errors in capitalization.

1. Dennis Rodman’s nickname is “the worm.”

2. My brother does not get along with Aunt Sally.

3. Mr. Klooper sold his Boston Terrier and bought a french poodle named Lilac because a Boston terrier wasn’t feminine enough.

4. As he fell through the ice, Mr. Klooper cursed old man winter.

5. My father and Mother have been married for twenty-nine years.

6. U.W.F.’s expert on James Joyce is Dr. Mary Lowe-evans.

7. The Great Gatsby likes to call each of his friends “old sport.”

8. Bob Dylan mentions a siamese cat in his song “Like a Rolling Stone.”

9. Natural catastrophes are mother nature’s punishment on the world.

10. I hope eventually to own an English Bulldog and a German Shepherd.

1. Dennis Rodman’s nickname is “The Worm.”

2. Correct

3. Mr. Klooper sold his Boston terrier and bought a French poodle named Lilac because a Boston terrier wasn’t feminine enough.

4. As he fell through the ice, Mr. Klooper cursed Old Man Winter.

5. My father and mother have been married for twenty-nine years.

6. U.W.F.’s expert on James Joyce is Dr. Mary Lowe-Evans.

7. The Great Gatsby likes to call each of his friends “Old Sport.”

8. Bob Dylan mentions a Siamese cat in his song “Like a Rolling Stone.”

9. Natural catastrophes are Mother Nature’s punishment on the world.

10. I hope eventually to own an English bulldog and a German shepherd.

