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Capitalization of Titles: Professional, Military, Literary Works, Newspapers, and Magazines
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MINI-LESSON:
Capitalize titles when they precede or follow proper names; do not capitalize titles when they follow proper names or are used without them.

Professor Miller; Doctor Covington; Al Green, Attorney at Law

Dr. Evans, a professor of English; a medical doctor; a trial lawyer

Capitalize military titles and ranks which accompany names--these are usually abbreviated.  Do not capitalize titles that substitute for a name.

Gen. John J. Pershing, Army Sgt. Maj. Robert Clark

A sergeant major said the general would review the troops.

Capitalize the first word and all the major words of a literary title; do not capitalize articles, prepositions, and conjunctions with fewer than five letters in a title.

The Sound and the Fury, Mad About You

Capitalize newspaper and magazine titles; do not capitalize the word “the” in newspaper and magazine titles unless “the” is part of the official title of the publication.
the Pensacola News Journal, the Chicago Tribune, The New Yorker

Correct any errors in capitalization.

1. The country sheriff is seeking reelection.

2. General Chappie James was the first black Four-Star General.

3. Mr. Klooper’s favorite poem is “The love song of J. Alfred Prufrock.”

4. According to the Mobile Press Register, Alabama’s taxes are at an all-time high.

5. These are a few of my favorite things:  favorite book--The Grapes Of Wrath, favorite opera--The Barber Of Seville, favorite television show--All In The Family, favorite song—“You Ain’t Nothin’ But a Hound Dog,” favorite essay--“Bullfighting in Hemingway’s Fiction,” and favorite short story--“The Secret Life Of Walter Mitty.”

6. District Attorney Clark argued against bail for the defendant.

7. A. U.S. Military Officer such as a Navy Lieutenant has many responsibilities.

8. To Kill a Mockingbird is an important American novel.

9. One of the nation’s most respected newspapers is the Detroit Free Press.

10. Care and Driver is an essential resource for the automotive enthusiast.

ANSWERS

1. Correct

2. General Chappie James was the first black four-star general.

3. Mr. Klooper’s favorite poem is “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.”

4. According to The Mobile Press Register, Alabama’s taxes are at an all-time high.

5. These are a few of my favorite things:  favorite book--The Grapes of Wrath, favorite opera--The Barber of Seville, favorite television show--All in The Family, favorite song—“You Ain’t Nothin’ but a Hound Dog,” favorite essay--“Bullfighting in Hemingway’s Fiction,” and favorite short story--“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.”

6. Correct

7. A. U.S. military officer such as a Navy lieutenant has many responsibilities.

8. Correct
9. Correct
10. Correct
