COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #21
Brackets and Parentheses

UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME_____________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_____________SCORE____

MINI-LESSON: Do not use brackets when parentheses are called for or parentheses when brackets are needed. Brackets are used to enclose an explanation, comment, or correction that it inserted into quoted material.

Using the word sic (meaning “so” or “thus”) in brackets to indicate that you have quoted an error in the original.


The supermarket ad reads, “Bostin fern’s [sic] for sale.”


“[O]ne of the best on television” is how a company spokesperson described the Texaco 



commercial.


The spokesperson also said, “The Texaco station [outside Chicago] is one of the busiest in the



nation.”

Use parentheses to enclose explanatory or interrupting elements that add information but might otherwise disrupt the sentence.


Attila the Hun (circa A.D. 406-453) invaded the Eastern Roman Empire.


No one did well on the French test (except Jacques, of course).


Roy and I traveled all day and night (he was the driver; I was the navigator) and reached Los 



Angeles by dawn.


Punctuation marks (commas, periods, semicolons) that belong to the sentence come after the



Parentheses.


“[O]ne of the best on television” is how a company spokesperson described the Texaco 



commercial (it’s the one with the hound dog singing “The Thrill is Gone”).

DIRECTIONS: Add parentheses or brackets wherever needed; change brackets to parentheses or parentheses to brackets; add sic wherever needed. Some uses of parentheses and brackets may already be correct. 

1.
Horace Mann [1796-1859] was a leader in U.S. education.

2.
To improve the quality of education, Mann established the first state normal 


schools (teacher-training institutions).


3.
According to the dictionary, a palindrome is a “word, phrase, verse, (number), or


sentence that reads the same backward or forward.”

4.
Original text: Pleonasm is the using of more words than are required to give the 


sense intended. –H.W. Fowler
5. 
As written in a student’s term paper: “Pleonasm,” says H.W. Fowler (a.k.a. the 

father of grammar), “is the using of more words (such as if and when) than are 


required to give the sense intended.”

The newspaper heading read, “State Universities Increase Salaries of Ten-Yeared 


sic Professors.”

6.
Everyone close to the king surmised that she Madonna would be nothing but 


trouble for him. 

7.
I gave her an ebony bust for which I paid only twenty-five leones about two 


hundred dollars in American money.

8.
For years I’ve never missed an issue of Astounding now published as Analog. 

9.
I look forward to every month of the year February, I admit is too short , 


especially March [my birthday month].

10.
After taking her temperature, pulse, and blood pressure routine vital signs , the


nurse made the patient as comfortable as possible.

11.
According to the newspaper report, “The car slammed thru (sic) the railing and


into oncoming traffic.”

12.
Texaco [an acronym for Texas Company] at one time was under political fire


for its hiring and promotion practices. 

ANSWERS

1.
Horace Mann (1796-1859) was a leader in U.S. education.

2.
Correct


3.
According to the dictionary, a palindrome is a “word, phrase, verse, [number], or


sentence that reads the same backward or forward.”

4.
Correct
5. 
As written in a student’s term paper: “Pleonasm,” says H.W. Fowler (a.k.a. the 


father of grammar), “is the using of more words [such as if and when] than are 


required to give the sense intended.”

The newspaper heading read, “State Universities Increase Salaries of Ten-Yeared 


[sic] Professors.”

6.
Everyone close to the king surmised that she (Madonna) would be nothing but 


trouble for him. 

7.
I gave her an ebony bust for which I paid only twenty-five leones (about two 


hundred dollars in American money).

8.
For years I’ve never missed an issue of Astounding (now published as Analog). 

9.
I look forward to every month of the year (February, I admit is too short), 


especially March (my birthday month).

10.
After taking her temperature, pulse, and blood pressure (routine vital signs), the


nurse made the patient as comfortable as possible.

11.
According to the newspaper report, “The car slammed thru [sic] the railing and


into oncoming traffic.”

12.
Texaco (an acronym for Texas Company) at one time was under political fire


for its hiring and promotion practices. 
