COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #18

Agreement: Intervening Word Groups 
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MINI-LESSON: Verbs agree with their subjects in number (singular, plural). Problems arise when writers attempt to make the verb in the sentence agree with the word closest to it. Often the word closest to the verb is not the subject, especially if there is an intervening word group like a prepositional phrase between the subject and the verb.

A verb should agree with its subject, not the object of a prepositional phrase or the headword in another kind of phrase that appears between the subject and the verb. IGNORE ALL PREPOSITIONAL AND OTHER PHRASES BETWEEN A SUBJECT AND ITS VERB.

EXAMPLE: The Secretary of State, as well as the other Cabinet members, was with the President. (The subject of the sentence is Secretary of State, not members; therefore, the singular verb form was is correct.)                             

Remember: The singular form of a verb ends in –s (was, talks). The plural form does not end in –s (were, talk).

DIRECTIONS: Correct any errors in subject-verb agreement by changing the verb. Some sentences may already be correct.

1. Mike, along with his friend Emilio, often help out at the bakery on weekends.

2. Many senators, but not the senator from Idaho, support the tobacco bill. 

3. The moon, not the stars, are visible on a night like this.

4. A carpenter, together with an electrician and a painter, are working on the new wing of the hospital. 

5. Edmund, together with Goneril and Regan, meets disgrace and death at the end of the play.

6. The city manager, along with five committee members, have approved the street’s name change.

7. A long list of telephone numbers were the only clue they had.

8. You, not I, am invited to the presidential inauguration. 

9. One page of the photographs were printed upside down.

10. Many miles of Australia’s southwest coast is treeless. 

ANSWERS

1. Mike, along with his friend Emilio, often helps out at the bakery on weekends.

2. Correct
3. The moon, not the stars, is visible on a night like this.

4. A carpenter, together with an electrician and a painter, is working on the new wing of the hospital. 

5. Correct
6. The city manager, along with five committee members, has approved the street’s name change.

7. A long list of telephone numbers was the only clue they had.

8. You, not I, are invited to the presidential inauguration. 

9. One page of the photographs was printed upside down.

10. Many miles of Australia’s southwest coast are treeless.
