COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #17

Agreement: there and here beginning a sentence
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MINI-LESSON: Often the words there and here are used to begin a sentence. The subject and verb, however, must still agree.  

There are differences of opinion. (Differences is the subject.)

Here come the speakers. (Speakers is the subject.)

The word there may also appear following a verb in a sentence that asks a question. In such cases, too, the subject will appear later in the sentence.

Are there two sessions? (Sessions is the subject.) 

DIRECTIONS: Underline the correct form of the verb in each of the following sentences.
1. There (was, were) few acceptable roles for a woman in Cavendish’s time.

2. (There’s, There are) a J.C. Penney, Sears, and McRae’s in the mall.

3. (There’s, There have) been two disasters overseas.

4. (There’s, There are) a few errors in your argument.

5. (There’s, There are) over forty million people over sixty in this country.

6. There (is, are) ways to retaliate when you’re angry.

7. Here (live, lives) gods like people.

8. There (is, are) surprisingly few children in our neighborhood.

9. (Here is, Here are) the things the two women did.

10. There (was, were) a social worker and a crew of twenty volunteers. 

ANSWERS

1. were

2. There are

3. There have

4. There are 

5. There are

6. are

7. live

8. are

9. Here are

10. were

