COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #16

Agreement: Subjects and Complements 
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MINI-LESSON: A verb must agree with its subject, not its subject complement (a word or words that rename the subject).

EXAMPLE: Homemade pies is the bakery’s specialty. (Incorrect)

EXAMPLE: Homemade pies are the bakery’s specialty. (Correct—the verb should agree with the subject pies, not the subject complement specialty.)

EXAMPLE: His parents are his sole support. (Correct) 

EXAMPLE: His sole support is his parents. (Correct)

DIRECTIONS: Make the subjects and complements agree in the following sentences.

1. Death and taxes are situations that everyone confronts in life.

2. Henry IV is credited with the observation that “Riches is ready snares.”

3. Library fines is a problem for many students.

4. A problem for many students are library fines.

5. He’s a hedonist; his main type of pleasure are wine and women.

6. For some people, a couple of drinks after work is a problem.

7. In recent years, abused and battered wives has been a major sociological problem.

8. The principal difficulty in our department are students who have trouble understanding the professor’s directions.

9. Late assignments is the major factor that plagues students today.

10. A problem that many students face today are late assignments. 

ANSWERS

1. Correct
2. Henry IV is credited with the observation that “Riches are ready snares.”

3. Library fines are a problem for many students.

4. A problem for many students is library fines.

5. He’s a hedonist; his main type of pleasure is wine and women.

6. For some people, a couple of drinks after work are a problem.

7. In recent years, abused and battered wives have been a major sociological problem.

8. The principal difficulty in our department is students who have trouble understanding the professor’s directions.

9. Late assignments are the major factor that plagues students today.

10. A problem that many students face today is late assignments. 

