COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #14
Agreement: Singular Subjects with Plural Forms and Plural Subjects with Singular Forms.
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME____________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_____________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON: Some nouns—especially those ending in –s—although plural in form, are singular in number/meaning: news, measles, mumps, calculus, rickets, billiards, molasses, dizziness, and other –ness ending nouns. These nouns require singular verb forms.
EXAMPLE: No news is good news.

This rule also applies to proper nouns that end in –s but refer to one thing.

EXAMPLE: The Everglades is located in Florida.

Certain words ending in –ics are singular when they refer to principles, a system, or a field of study. In these instances, the noun takes a plural verb. However, when these nouns refer to individual practice or application or activities, they generally take a plural verb: physics, mathematics, electronics, economics, politics, aerodynamics, mechanics, calisthenics, forensics, ceramics, italics, athletics, statistics, acoustics, logistics, Olympics, gymnastics, ethics, mathematics, etc.

EXAMPLE: Statistics is not my favorite subject.



       (In this sentence, statistics indicates a field of study.)


BUT:            Statistics show that divorce is a common practice in our society.



       (In this sentence, statistics is plural—multiple data about divorce.)


EXAMPLE: Politics is not my favorite topic of conversation.  


       (Politics is one concept.)

BUT:            The politics of the situation are what concern me.



       (Politics is plural—more than one aspect of the situation.)

Certain nouns with plural forms and no singular counterpart are nearly always used with plural verbs: riches, grits, eyeglasses, manners, wages, pliers, whereabouts, jeans, binoculars, tweezers, people, scissors, tidings, tidings, trousers, minutes, tights, clothes, forceps, pants, and  dues.

EXAMPLE: My eyeglasses are lying on the table.
DIRECTIONS: Choose the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. Mathematics (does / do) not interest me at all; I enjoy studying foreign languages.

2. The measles (is / are) not fun to have. 
3. The molasses (tastes / taste) delicious on the pancakes, but the grits (is / are) crunchy.
4. My jeans (isn’t / aren’t) dry, so I guess I will wear shorts.
5. Politics (is / are) definitely a possible career interest for him. 
6. His happiness (depends / depend) on his relationship with his girlfriend.
7. Victor’s manners (needs / need) some improvement. 
8. The evening news (seem / seems) quite depressing at times. 
9. Billiards (is / are) a sport that many people enjoy.
10. Linguistics (is / are) one of the requirements for English majors

11. While nice clothes (is / are) a priority for some people, riches (is / are) essential for others.
12. The mechanics of this language (is / are) not easy to understand.

13. Matthew’s whereabouts (is / are) not known, and the people (is / are) frantically searching for the lost child.
14. The binoculars (is / are) not very sharp; my eyeglasses (helps / help) me see just as well, if not better.

15. I don’t believe that rickets (is / are) a very common disease.
16. Physics (confuses / confuse) me; it is the most difficult subject that I am taking.

17. Although I have several bottles of glue, my scissors (is / are) not to be found anywhere.

18. The acoustics in this room (is / are) terrible.

19. Her dizziness (results / result) from too much beer.
20. The minutes of the school board meeting (was / were) read by the secretary.

21. The Little House on the Prairie series (features / feature) a close-knit family of the late 1800s. 

22. The statistics that the lecturer mentioned (was / were) quite impressive.
ANSWERS

1. does

2. is

3. tastes, are

4. aren’t

5. is

6. depends

7. need

8. seems

9. is

10. is

11. are, are
12. is or are

13. are, are

14. are, help

15. is

16. confuses

17. are

18. are

19. results

20. were

21. features

22. were

