COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #13
Agreement: media, data, criteria, etc.
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MINI-LESSON: Media, data,and criteria are nouns that are Greek or Latin in origin. These nouns are plural, but they are often mistakenly treated as singular nouns. Consider the following examples:

INCORRECT: The media was out of control during the mayor’s court hearing.
CORRECT:      The media were to their jobs every morning.
DIRECTIONS: Correct any agreement errors that you see in the following sentences.  Some sentences may be correct.
1. Many fans wonder if the media is to blame for the young actress’s suicide attempt.
2. I know that you researched this subject for many hours, but the data are incorrect.
3. The criteria for admission to Duke University is difficult.
4. Data become obsolete as time marches on.
5. The media consists of television, radio, print, and other forms of communication.
6. The alumni was asked to contribute to the campus clean-up fund.

7. The criterion that the zoological society uses for selecting animals have been announced.
8. The data that Sheria included in her article was gathered while she was in college. 
9. Because the alumnus has not Even though the students complain about the Gordon rule requirement, the class (has / have) to turn in their writing journals every two weeks.
10. The media was not allowed in the courtroom for the teenager’s trial. 
ANSWERS

1. Many fans wonder if the media are to blame for the young actress’s suicide attempt.
2. Correct
3. The criteria for admission to Duke University are difficult.
4. Correct
5. The media consist of television, radio, print, and other forms of communication.
6. The alumni were asked to contribute to the campus clean-up fund.

7. The criterion that the zoological society uses for selecting animals has been announced.
8. The data that Sheria included in her article were gathered while she was in college. 

9. Correct
10. The media were not allowed in the courtroom for the teenager’s trial. 

