 COMPOSITION MINI-LESSON #12
Agreement: media, data, criteria, etc.
UWF WRITING LAB’S 101 GRAMMAR MINI-LESSONS SERIES

NAME____________________CLASS/INSTRUCTOR_____________SCORE_____

MINI-LESSON: A collective noun (a noun which names a group of persons or things) takes a singular verb when the group is regarded as a unit and a plural verb when the individuals of the group are regarded separately.

SINGULAR: The couple is going on a honeymoon.     

PLURAL:      The couple go to their jobs every morning.
DIRECTIONS: Choose the correct verb form in the following sentences.

1. Every Tuesday, the faculty (turns / turn) in their weekly reports.
2. The faculty (is / are) proposing a week-long break for the fall semester.

3. During opera season, the orchestra (keeps / keep) their instruments in tune.

4. I am sure that the sequestered jury (misses / miss) their families.

5. The jury (hopes / hope) to reach a decision by next Friday.

6. A large crowd (waits / wait) outside the lounge singer’s dressing room every night.

7. The audience in front of the stage (stands / stand) in their seats, making the show difficult to see for those seated in the back of the auditorium.

8. Because the committee (reviews / review) every application twice, the admission process can take several weeks.

 9. Even though the students complain about the Gordon rule requirement, the class (has / have) to turn in their writing journals every two weeks.
10. The cast of Porgy and Bess (resumes / resume) its tour of the United States in September.
ANSWERS

1. turn

2. is

3. keep

4. miss

5. hopes

6. waits

7. stand

8. reviews

9. have

10. resumes

